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Figure 1. Dorsal view of the green-morph Pine Siskin in Halifax, Nova Scotia. early April 1986. Photo/!. McLaren.

O
N MARCH 26,1986, AN UNUSUAL
siskin turned up at McLaren's
feeder in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

It was dark grayish-green on the back,
with strong yellow wing and tail
patches, a greenish-yellow rump, and
tinged with yellow on the head and
underparts. Furthermore, it appeared
smaller and its bill seemed deeper
than average among scores of Pine
Siskins (Carduelis pinus) coming to
the feeder. The local birding commu-
nity was quickly alerted to a possible
female Eurasian Siskin (c. spinus).
Until April 28, it was studied closely
by many people, including some fa-
miliar with Eurasian Siskins in Eu-
rope, and all seemed content with this
initial identification. Its plausibility
seemed reinforced by news of an un-
usually large irruption of the species
into Great Britain that winter (see be-
low).

During its stay, three other greenish
siskins appeared at feeders in Nova
Scotia-two in Halifax and one in
Yarmouth. However, photographs
seen by McLaren show that the bird
from Yarmouth and one from Halifax
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were clearly Pine Siskins in other at-
tributes, and they were not widely re-
ported. The original Halifax bird
(Figs. 1, 2) required more research
before finally being identified as an
example of the little-known green
morph of the Pine Siskin.

Meanwhile, in late February 1987
an unusual siskin flew into a window
ofe. J. Ralph's house in Arcata, Cal-
ifornia. The bird was stunned briefly,
but recovered. Ralph noticed its un-
usual plumage, but did not consider
that it might be a Eurasian Siskin until
Dave DeSante saw the bird along with
another green individual several days
later. Both were then seen by several
interested people, none of whom
could recall seeing a Pine Siskin in
such bright plumage. One bird was
then trapped, measured arid photo-
graphed by Ralph (Fig. 3, 4), and re-
leased. These birds generated much
interest among California birders and
one of them was seen by Bailey and
Morlan on March 1, 1987. It became
clear that the literature was inade-
quate for certain identification of the
bird, although Morlan et at. (1987)

suggested that it was probably a Pine
Siskin because of its bright yellow un-
dertail coverts, a feature lacking in
Eurasian Siskins (With~rby et at.
1943). The photographs show that the
bird was definitely a green-morph
Pine Siskin, based on this and other
characters discussed below.

Our purpose~ in writing this ac-
count are to review available infor-
mation on claimed occurrences of the
Eurasian Siskin in North America and
evaluate the plausibility of natural va-
grancy, to describe and analyze the
green morph of the Pine Siskin, and
to compare field marks of this morph
with those of the female Eurasian Sis-
kin, so that other observers will not
be misled in future.

Occurrences of Eurasian Siskins in
North America

There are definite records of Eura-
sian Siskins in North America (e.g.,
Fig. 5); only their natural occurrence
is in doubt (American Ornithologists'
Union 1983). Ridgway (1901) states
that "although introduced, with other
European birds, into Oregon, there is
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