	Painfully Circuitous Moves in “The Circuit”
                                 by Ineca Quiteño


“The Circuit” by Francisco Jimenez is a collection of short stories 

that follows the lives of a family of migrant farm workers in California 

following the circuit of crop harvests from region to region, season 

after season. The story is somewhat autobiographical of the life of 

Francisco Jimenez when he was growing up as a child working in the fields. 

The family in the story is from Guadalajara, Mexico. The children are 

set apart from other children their ages because of the language barrier. 

They speak Spanish with their family therefore have many limitations 

with the English language. The children also only get to go to school at 

certain times of the year when their work is done in the fields. They 

are moving constantly from place to place always trying to find new 

work. These limitations reflect the author’s hardships growing up without 

speaking English well. As difficult as the family’s life is, they 

continue to work hard and enjoy their lives. Family ties are of great i

mportance to the families involved in “the circuit”. The central theme 

of the story is the love and survival of the family while living in a 

foreign country. Another theme of the story is that without family there 

is nothing. This family depends on each other to survive. 


The story is told in first person. It is told through the eyes of a 

child. This helps readers to fully understand the life of the farm worker 

from another perspective other than the adult perspective we usually 

get in autobiographical stories. We can truly see that the life was not 

only difficult for adults, but for all members of “the circuit”. Age 

does not matter when it comes to working like it does in the mainstream 

culture. Jimenez shows us the cultural difference between the American 

society and culture and the Mexican culture by instilling harsh realism 

in our mindset. The author does not pretend that everything in his life 

was picture perfect. He admits that his upbringing was different and 

difficult when he says, “Instinctively, Roberto and I ran and hid in the 

vineyards. We did not want to get in trouble for not going to school”. 

Jimenez’s style is very simplistic. This simple presentation of the 

details of the family’s everyday life helps us to get to know the fa

mily better, maybe not entirely on an individual basis, but definitely 

as a working unit. The author’s language is simple and straightforward 

most likely because he is writing the story from a child’s perspective. 

By writing in this simplistic style, as readers, we are able to make 

our own conclusions as to what we think about the migrant farm worker’s 

life. He leaves us free to make judgements or not; He does not try to 

sway our opinions to believe anything. He does not try to educate us on 

anything or even make us feel sorry for him. He simply tells it like it 

is. 


Jimenez is very descriptive in his writing. He uses a lot of imagery 

throughout the story. Through his vivid descriptions, we can picture the 

environment and experiences of the family. For example, to describe one 

of the workdays he writes, “The buzzing insects, the wet sweat, and the 

hot dry dust made the afternoon seem to last forever”. Through this use 

of imagery we are able to imagine how hard it must have been to work 

out in the fields in the hot central valleys of California. Another 

example of the author’s excellent use of description is when he is 

describing the time when the narrator’s father bought his car, which he named 

“Carcnchita”. Jimenez writes, “He listened to the motor, tilting his head 

from side to side like a parrot, trying to detect any noises that 

spelled car trouble”. I can actually picture the parrot in my mind doing 

that, straining his ear, to listen. This is a good use of simile. Jimenez 

also uses personification when he says, “When the sun had tir

ed and sunk behind the mountains, Ito signaled us that it was time to 

go home”. He gives the sun a more human characteristic by saying it had 

tired. Another example of Jimenez’s use of imagery is when he says, “I 

rubbed my hands together and watched the dry, acid stained skin fall to 

the floor in little rolls”. A pretty grotesque image comes to my mind 

when reading this, but Jimenez sure has an excellent way of showing his 

readers the harsh working conditions of the farmers.


Not only does the author use good description, but he also uses a lot 

of symbolism in his writing. An example of his use of symbolism is when 

he talks about the blue necktie the narrator’s father finds in the new 

car. He says that the car must have belonged to someone important 

before him. The necktie symbolizes the difference between their family’s 

work and the typical white-collar worker’s family. It reminds them of 

their separation. Another symbol in the story is the old pot that the 

narrator’s mother loved so much.  He says, “The pot had many dents and 

nicks, and the more dents and nicks it acquired, the more Mamá liked it”. 

The pot sort of represents the narrator’s family. The more and more 

people that come in to the family, the better. Again, this goes back to the 

theme of the importance of family. 


Overall, Jimenez uses many techniques in his writing to convey a clear picture of the life of the migrant farm worker. By using imagery, 

symbolism, simile, personification, and simplistic and straightforward 

language, the author creates mental pictures in the minds of his readers to 

get them to understand the lives of his people. By doing these things, 

Francisco Jimenez clearly shows us that the families in “the circuit” 

put a heavy emphasis on family and perseverance. In his story we are 

able to see the importance of family and the cultural differences between 

the Mexican culture and the mainstream culture. Even if Jimenez did not 

intend to teach us something, it is safe to say that he does anyway.


