
Research Paper Grade Sheet
	Factor
	Very well done
	Well done
	Adequate
	Unsatisfactory

	Introduction gives needed background on the topic.
	
	
	
	

	Introduction is engaging.

	
	
	
	

	Topic is narrow enough to cover in a short paper and broad enough to have an impact on climate change
	
	
	
	

	Thesis  gives an overview of the author’s argument and recommendations
	
	
	
	

	The sources are relevant and credible

	
	
	
	

	Explains information clearly and anticipates and answers the reader’s questions 
	
	
	
	

	Makes a recommendation and gives convincing reasons to support it
	
	
	
	

	Body paragraphs are unified and include topic sentences
	
	
	
	

	Body paragraphs include quotations and paraphrases from the texts to support the topic sentences
	
	
	
	

	Conclusion is engaging and thoughtful and points toward the future.
	
	
	
	

	Uses signal phrases such as “Friedman explains/argues/claims” effectively
	
	
	
	

	Uses transitions effectively to guide the reader 
	
	
	
	

	Contains clear and logical sentences


	
	
	
	

	MLA Format 


	
	
	
	

	Includes the rough drafts with peer comments or with Writing Lab stamp.

	
	
	
	

	Works Cited page has at least five relevant sources
	
	
	
	

	At least three of the sources come from print publications
	
	
	
	

	The essay is at least six pages long, not including the Works Cited.
	
	
	
	


	Content grade


	

	Grammar grade (see handbook codes on grammar version)


	

	OVERALL GRADE 


	


