Anna Mills, English 1A


Synthesis Essay

Assignment: Write a synthesis of your assigned Hot, Flat, and Crowded section and one  other reputable, relevant source of your choice. Your options: a) Chapter 5, “Our Carbon Copies,” b) Chapter 6, “Fill’er Up with Dictators,” c) Chapter 7, “Global Weirding,” d) Chapter 8, “The Age of Noah.”

"Writing a Synthesis," pages 138-149 in From Inquiry to Academic Writing should be your guide. It explains what a synthesis is and how to write one.  If it helps, you can also think of this as a compare and contrast essay.
Why write a synthesis? Think of Friedman as one voice in a global conversation on a critical problem. You've just worked on understanding his ideas well enough to summarize them. The next step is to find out what the other voices in the conversation have to say. This assignment invites you to develop a sense of the larger intellectual debate around the issue. Your synthesis will present a picture of this debate by comparing Friedman's ideas with one other major thinker’s. You will practice research skills and finish with a stronger base of knowledge from which to develop and support your own opinions on the issues at stake.

Requirements:
· Your essay should be at least four pages long.

· The other text you choose should be closely related to the main idea(s) of your chapter. It should present some ideas that differ from Friedman's either because it disagrees or because it introduces additional considerations. It should be from a reputable, edited publication such as a major magazine or newspaper (not Wikipedia or a blog). The author should be a respected journalist, public intellectual, professor, politician or someone else recognized as an authority in his or her field. Finally, the text you write about should total a minimum of 2,500 words or ten printed pages.

· Since Friedman focuses on problems in these sections, your source should also focus on a problem rather than a solution.  In the next paper and in the later chapters of the books we will focus on solutions.
· The thesis should relate the ideas of the two. See the examples in Inquiry.
· The introduction should give background information on the authors and texts.

· Each body paragraph should include a focused topic sentence that summarizes the main point of the paragraph.

· Each body paragraph should include quotations and paraphrases.

· Use appropriate signal phrases (such as those listed in section 58b in Rules for Writers) to integrate each quotation or paraphrase smoothly into your own sentence. After each quotation, explain in your own words how it proves your point. Use the MLA in-text citation format (sections 58b and 55a in Rules) and make sure to punctuate your quotations correctly.

· I would discourage you from including your opinions explicitly in the introduction or body paragraphs. Focus on describing other writers’ opinions first. Then, at the end, you may want to say where your ideas fit in. Inquiry explains, “In writing a synthesis, you are conveying to your readers how various points of view in a conversation intersect and diverge.  The larger point of this exercise is to find your own issue—your own position in the conversation—and make your argument for it.” The final paragraph would be a good place to discuss what your investigation of these different texts has led you to conclude and what further questions remain.
