English 93 Advanced Summary
Anna Mills, Instructor
Assignment: 

Choose either Chapter 16, Chapter 17, or Chapter 18 (not all three).  Write a two to three page summary of the chapter for a reader who hasn’t read the rest of the book.

Why we are doing this:  

The “Causes” section of Affluenza gives us a history that depends on references to famous writers, abstract ideas, economic theories, and historical events.  It tries to show how ideas and events produced the culture we have today.  Summarizing a chapter from this section may challenge you to do research in order to understand the chapter fully. It will push you to think more deeply about the authors’ views on history and humanity as you choose transitions and a logical structure that make the authors’ argument clear. It will give you a chance to practice PIE as you choose the most relevant examples from the chapter and relate them to your larger points.
Requirements:

1. An introduction that gives a little context for the chapter. What do readers who haven’t read the book need to know?  Think about the authors’ overall purpose and how your chapter fits in.  Define key terms such as “affluenza” itself.
2. A thesis at the end of your introductory paragraph that gives the main point of the chapter.

3. Multiple body paragraphs. Each paragraph should:

· Help the reader see the connection to the previous paragraph by the use of a transition.

· Include a topic sentence that explains one main point from the chapter. 

· Show how the authors illustrate that point by given us one or two well-chosen examples.  

· After each example, explain how the authors use it to illustrate their point (PIE).  
4. A conclusion that gives a sense of the overall significance of the chapter and its implications for the rest of the book. 
5. Transitions that smoothly establish logical connections and signal phrases that guide us through the authors’ argument (see They Say I Say).
7. Faithfulness to the chapter. No new opinions that are not in the chapter.  Focus on conveying the main points of the chapter accurately, without misunderstandings.  

9. Your best grammar, word choice, and proofreading.
10. MLA format (see handout).

Below is a sample body paragraph from a summary of chapter 15. I have highlighted the transition words and underlined the signal phrases:

The authors begin by suggesting that affluenza is not just human nature. They assert that early hunter-gatherer peoples did not have affluenza and lived saner lives than we do as a result (topic sentence).  To support their assertion, they cite the observations of UCLA anthropologist Allen Johnson.  Johnson lived among a tribe of Amazon hunter-gatherers who seemed calm, comfortable, and cheerful with few possessions (information). Their sanity lay in their satisfaction with what they had and with each other (129) (explanation connects back to the topic sentence). The authors also point out that a famous Native American leader, Sitting Bull, was already essentially accusing Europeans of having affluenza in 1877 when he said, “The love of possession is a disease with them” (132) (information).  The authors imply that Native American life was free from greed and that Native Americans could clearly see how unhealthy this European obsession was (explanation connects back to the topic sentence).
