English 93 Midterm Essay Assignment

Anna Mills, Instructor. Adapted from a handout by Lizzie Brock.
Using “Fifteen Basic Appeals” by Jib Fowles and your own observations and inferences about one particular magazine advertisement of your choice, write a two and a half to three page essay in which you analyze which appeals (at least two) the advertisers are using to stimulate the psychologicale needs of the ad’s viewers.

This assignment demands:

· thorough understanding of Fowles’ points

· careful and detailed visual observation of your ad
· inferences about your observations

· analysis of how the ads appeal to the viewers’ psychological needs
· analysis of any cultural trends, pressures, or assumptions related to your ad
Essay Requirements
1. An introduction that

a) gives a brief description of the advertisement (you will focus on more key details in the body paragraphs, but you need to give your readers an image of the ad right away)

b) briefly summarizes Fowles’ argument  

2. A thesis at the end of your introductory paragraph that explains the advertisers’ strategy in appealing to viewers’ desires. For example: In this ad for lipstick, advertisers appeal to Seventeen Magazine’s readers by appealing to their desire for affiliation and independence.

3. Multiple body paragraphs that support the argument you make in your thesis with specific evidence. Each paragraph should:

· explain the appeal and quote or paraphrase Fowles’ explanation

· explain how the ad makes this appeal
· backs that explanation up with specific details from the image.  

· After each detail, explains how the detail illustrates the appeal (see PIE handout).
Sample paragraph:

The ad’s invocation of the “power of nature” appeals to our human need for guidance (Point, topic sentence). Jib Fowles writes, “the child lingers on inside every adult”and cites the presence of parentlike figures in many ads (information). In the case of this ad, the parentlike figure is nature itself (transition). The words “The River Valley…where the power of nature runs deep” (information) remind us that nature is a force greater than we are (explanation) and the word “deep” (information) suggests that we can find spiritual help or wisdom in this power (explanation).  The woman in the photograph of the river valley is a small figure in the foreground sitting on a rock gazing up at enormous cliffs across the river (information). Her diminutive size and the tilt of her head upward suggest that she is humble before the grandeur of nature and willing to be instructed (explanation).

4. A conclusion that summarizes the main points and discusses the cultural trends which the ad’s appeals rely on or encourage. 

