English 93, Anna Mills

The iPod/iPhone Essay

From the printing press to the radio to the personal computer, new technologies have had profound impacts on culture and everyday life.  You have read four articles now on the cultural meaning, benefits, and drawbacks of the iPod and/or the iPhone.  Choose either the iPod or the iPhone to focus on and write an essay in which you do the following:

A) Discuss what has lead to the success of either the iPod or the iPhone so far.   

B) Summarize what others have said about its benefits and drawbacks.  Do individuals miss out on anything important when they use the iPod or iPhone?  Does the culture lose anything important or suffer in any way as more and more people spend more time using these devices?  What problems are mentioned in the articles we read?
C) Give your opinion: is the iPod/iPhone a good thing?  Respond to the concerns by either agreeing, disagreeing, or partly agreeing and partly disagreeing.  You can also raise your own concerns or suggest other benefits that the authors didn’t think of.
Essay Requirements
1. An introduction that gives a very quick history or description of the iPod/iPhone and briefly summarizes the debate about it.
2. A thesis at the end of your introductory paragraph that gives your overall assessment of the impact of the iPod/iPhone on our culture. 
3. Multiple body paragraphs that support the argument you make in your thesis with specific evidence. Each paragraph should have a topic sentence and clear focus.  It should support the topic sentence with specific examples from your own experience or paraphrases or quotations from the text.

4. Introduce and explain the quotations and also any paraphrases or examples you use using the PIE method.

5.  At least 4 quotations from at least 2 of the essays.  

6.  Organization.  You have two choices.  
1. You may want to organize your essay by first summarizing the opinions in the articles in the first half of the essay and then giving your own opinions in the second half. 
2. You could also choose to focus on one point about the iPod/iPhone per paragraph and give other people’s opinions and your own on that particular point.
7.  Use and underline at least 4 sentence patterns from They Say I Say.
8. A conclusion that gives your final assessment of the iPod/iPhone and discusses any advice or guidelines you would suggest to iPod/iPhone users.
9. The essay should be 3-4 pages and should use MLA format.
