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Essay #2: A Comparison of Two Definition Arguments

Okay, now the serious writing begins, but do not toss aside the valuable lessons in summarizing you’ve recently learned.  You will find it impossible to write a strong comparison essay if you do not fully and accurately understand the text and film you are writing about.  

Both An Inconvenient Truth and Field Notes from a Catastrophe attempt to define global warming.  They provide particular visions of what this phenomenon is, what it involves, and how it might be categorized or described.  They attempt to give us a picture not just of a warming globe, but of the essential characteristics of the process of warming.  
Your task in this essay is to compare and contrast Gore and Kolbert’s definitions of global warming and also to compare and contrast their ways of convincing us of those definitions.  Ultimately, the purpose of such a comparison is to illuminate the choices that each has made and discover what the differences show us about their purposes, beliefs, and intended audiences.  
In order to compare and contrast the two arguments, you will need to do in-depth analyses of both.  
· Definitions: Your essay should articulate very precisely how each defines the phenomenon and how these definitions are similar and different.   
· Kinds of Support: You will need to compare and contrast the types of support the authors provide for their definitions.  To what extent do they use examples, definitions, and comparisons?  What kinds of examples, definitions, and comparisons do they use? Use the classification of support in the Definition chapter of The Rhetoric of Argument.
· Ethos and Pathos: Use the  Ethos and Pathos chapter of The Rhetoric of Argument to help you analyze how these two definition arguments attempt to establish credibility and affect the reader or viewer’s emotions.
Requirements:
· A focused thesis that summarizes what you consider to be the essential differences and similarities.  Try to boil this down as much as possible rather than writing a list.
· Focused paragraphs that draw on ample references to the text and film for support.

· Point by point discussion.  Don’t separate the essay into one long section on Gore and one on Kolbert.  To compare them effectively, you’ll need to discuss both arguments together (within one paragraph or at least within one section of your paper) on each point.

· A conclusion that discusses the implications of the differences and similarities you have found.

· 1,500 words (approximately 6-8 pages)

· MLA format, including a Works Cited page

Resources:

· The Rhetoric chapters we’ve read, particularly the Definition chapter and the Ethos and Pathos chapter.  See page 164 for a discussion of comparison and contrast essays.
· Your classmates’ blog entries.
· Sample compare-and-contrast essays to be provided.
