English 96: Review of Contrast and Concession
When you are discussing opposing arguments in an academic essay, you will find the following sentence patterns and connecting words useful.
Concession
Use concession to admit an idea that doesn’t fit your opinion and then counter it with an idea on your side.

One way to put special emphasis on one idea and downplay another is to use a subordinator.  The subordinator makes the idea next to it less important (subordinate).
	Coordinators
	Subordinators
	Conjunctive Adverbs and adverbial phrases

	but

yet

· Sarah Palin does not have any experience in national politics, but she points to her record of service in Alaska as evidence of her executive abilities.

	although

even though

though

· Although Barack Obama has only served in Congress for two years, he has many more years of experience in state politics.
Emphasis: The idea with the subordinator comes across as less important.
	however

on the other hand

·  John McCain has changed his positions on several issues, including immigration policy and economic deregulation; however, he sees this as evidence of his ability to learn from experience.


Compare and contrast
Use contrast to show the difference between two things or ideas.
	Coordinators
	Subordinators
	Conjunctive Adverbs

	but

· Obama opposes the construction of new nuclear power plants, but McCain thinks such plants essential to a new energy policy . 

	while

whereas

· While Obama opposed the Iraq War from the start, McCain always opposed it.
Emphasis: The idea with the subordinator is given less emphasis in the sentence.
	however

in contrast

· Polls show that the presidential race in California is not close at all.  In contrast, the results of elections in states like Nevada and Ohio are still anybody’s guess.




