Anna Mills, Instructor

Cover Letter Questions to Answer:

· What was difficult for you about writing the paper?

· What help did you get and what strategies did you try when things were difficult?

· What came easily?  What do you think you did a good job on?

· What will you try to improve on next time?

Cover letters should be at least 150 words or one full paragraph long.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sample Cover Letter
Dear Ms. Mills,

I spent a lot of time on this paper, and sometimes it was frustrating, and sometimes I felt like I was learning.  I decided on my thesis pretty quickly because I knew I supported the Ozawa plan, but I had a hard time deciding on the most important reasons. Then I was confused because I wasn’t sure if I was supposed to talk mostly about my plan or about both plans in every paragraph.  I went to the Writing Lab and they helped me with my outline.  When I started the rough draft, I had a hard time putting my thoughts down even though I did the outline and brainstorm.  The blank page stressed me out, and I was worried about making mistakes.  I was thinking about the connecting words and the content of the essay at the same time, and I couldn’t do both. So I just wrote the essay and decided to put the connecting words in later.  Sometimes it was hard to get enough ideas to write 2-3 pages, but I went back to the book and found some more examples.

I think I still have a lot of grammar mistakes.  Next time I will get the paper done earlier so I can go to the grammar tutoring hours at the Writing Lab and get someone to look at the grammar.  The tutor I talked to this time said she doesn’t help with grammar.  I will also try the program that reads your essay aloud to you—Write OutLoud.  Maybe that will help me notice some of the problems.
I’m realizing how much time it takes to write an essay, and it’s overwhelming!  Next time I will try to plan my time better so I’m not up so late the last night.

Yours,

