Focused Proposal Paper Topics
Suggestions:

· Advocate for action, don’t just inform.

· Your proposal should be specific enough that you can make some concrete predictions about its effects if implemented.

· Figure out who you want to carry out your proposal (Government? An organization?  Citizens? An international body?)

· You should be able to write your proposal as a single complete sentence giving a recommendation.

· If it’s hard for you to make your proposal specific, take a break from defining it and keep researching and brainstorming.

· Often, students will start with a general topic, do a little research, make the topic slightly more specific as you learn about subtopics and decide what you’re interested in, research some more, and narrow the topic again.

· Avoid proposal arguments that list many different unrelated actions (for example, a list of twenty ways to make your home energy efficient).  You won’t be able to develop a full argument for each one and connect all the arguments together in a coherent way.

· Give yourself time for all the steps in the process.

· Talk through your ideas as you go (in an office hour visit, in the Writing Lab, with friends, on the blog).  

Examples:
General topic: Solar energy

Proposals that need development (not yet focused enough):

· Solar thermal energy (Which type?  What’s the recommendation?)

· Overcoming storage problems with solar energy (Which problems?  Which strategy will you focus on? What’s the recommendation? Is this an argument about funding for research or an argument about a promising direction for engineering to go?)
· Solar energy in rural communities in Africa (What’s the recommendation?)

· How to get a subsidized solar panel in California (What’s the recommendation? Is this an argument about government policy or consumer action?  Who is the audience?)

Focused proposals: 

· We should invest in the development of large-scale solar energy plants in the desert and in the infrastructure to store and transport the energy.

· The federal government should heavily subsidize home solar thermal energy units.

· The government should cancel its incentives for solar energy and funding for solar energy because solar energy does not promise to be cost-effective on a large scale within a reasonable time frame. 

· Middle class homeowners should invest in solar PV arrays as an act of patriotism.

