Anna Mills, English 1C

Bill McKibben’s “The End of Nature” and the Rhetoric definition chapter

Apply the terminology and concepts developed in the Rhetoric chapter to help you do a close analysis of McKibben’s argument. Write at least two complete sentences for each question.  Typed or handwritten.
	Rhetoric 

page(s)
	

	134
	1. What is the main claim, the main reason, and the main warrant in McKibben’s argument?  See the example on chimp culture.

	136-7
	2. Which of the types of definition arguments does McKibben make?  Explain.

	138
	3. Does McKibben use single or iterative examples or both? 

	139
	4. How does he establish typicality?  Find one example and quote or paraphrase with page number.  

	140
	5. Which type of subject(s) has McKibben chosen?  Explain.

	141-3
	6. Does he make any universal (all) claims?  Explain.

	145
	7. Find one instance where McKibben uses an explicit definition.  Quote or paraphrase.  Which of the types of arguments that Rhetoric claims require explicit definitions is he making?

	147
	8. Is McKibben’s definition of nature dispersed?  Explain.

	148-152
	9. Which types of definitions does McKibben use?  Identify at least two of the categories that apply to his argument and quote or paraphrase for each.

	153-157
	10. Find one place where McKibben uses support by comparison.  What points of similarity and difference does he identify?

	63
	11. Find an example of a place where McKibben uses language to affect our emotions.  Does his word choice reveal anything about his assumptions about his audience?

	64
	12. Find one example McKibben has chosen to appeal to our emotions.  Does the example reveal anything about his assumptions about his audience?  

	48-52
	13. Find one example of a place where McKibben attempts to establish his intrinsic ethos.  Quote or paraphrase and explain.

	55
	14. To what extent does McKibben succeed in getting you to identify with him?  Explain.

	56-60
	15. List two strategies McKibben uses to establish his reasonableness.  Quote or paraphrase for each.


