Midterm Essay: Analyzing a Presidential Campaign Ad
Wednesday, October 8: In-class discussion of your ad.  Homework:

· Choose the ad you will focus on for your midterm. Research any claims of fact in the ad and make a page of notes on their accuracy. List the outside sources you will use. 

· Write a one page brainstorm on the claims in your ad, the persuasive strategies, and the overall fairness and effectiveness of the ad. 

Friday, October 10: In-class essay exam. Homework: 

· Do an outline of your essay.  Your outline should include quotes from the ad and paraphrases of what happens in the ad.  It should also include the signal phrases you intend to use with those quotations or paraphrases.  You can use the outline worksheet available on the class website if you wish.  Make sure to bring a physical printout of the outline to class.  
· Obtain a print card so you can print your essay out in class.

· Bring a drive or come prepared to email your essay to yourself.

Monday, October 13 Homework: Grammar Version and Works Cited page.
Overview of the assignment: 
Introduction: Your introduction should summarize what the ad is about and what happens in it. It should explain any background information necessary to understand the ad, including any economic or political or cultural references.  You may need to do research to understand these references.  You may also need to quote or paraphrase from one or more outside sources to explain them. 

The introduction should also explain who you think the intended audience is for the ad.  Does it seem to be directed at a particular ethnic group, gender, or region?  What makes you think it is directed at this audience? Do not assume that your readers have seen the advertisement.
Thesis: Your introduction should finish with a one to two sentence thesis which evaluates the overall accuracy, fairness, and persuasiveness of the ad.
Body Paragraphs: 
Your task in the body paragraphs is to analyze what exactly the ad is saying and how it attempts to convince the viewer.

· What claims of fact, value, and/or policy does the ad make?  Evaluate the accuracy of any claims of fact, making reference to credible outside sources, such as national newspapers or FactCheck.org.
· What, if any, propaganda strategies does the ad use?  Refer to the article “How to detect propaganda.”

· What logical arguments does the ad make? Are they persuasive? Identify any logical fallacies in the ad, making reference to the logical fallacy section in From Inquiry to Academic Writing.

The essay should include at least two body paragraphs. Each should include a focused topic sentence that summarizes the main point of the paragraph. Each body paragraph should include at least two specific examples. An example could mean a direct quotation or a very specific description of a moment or two from the ad.   Use appropriate signal phrases to integrate each quotation smoothly into your own sentence. After each quotation, explain in your own words how it proves your point. Use the MLA in-text citation format and make sure to punctuate your quotations correctly. 

Conclusion: The essay should end with a brief paragraph which returns to the question of how accurate, fair, and persuasive the ad is.  In the conclusion, you may want to offer your own advice to the presidential campaign.  Do you see ways in which the ad could have been improved?  Should it be canceled altogether?  Or should there be more ads like it?
