Focused Research Paper Topics
Suggestions:

· In your essay, educate your readers on the specifics of your chosen strategy and make a recommendation for action. 

· If it’s hard for you to make your proposal specific, take a break from defining it and keep researching and brainstorming.

· Often, students will start with a general topic, do a little research, make the topic slightly more specific as you learn about subtopics and decide what you’re interested in, research some more, and narrow the topic again.

· Avoid research topics that list many different unrelated actions (for example, a list of twenty ways to make your home energy efficient).  You won’t be able to develop a full argument for each one and connect all the arguments together in a coherent way.

· Give yourself time for all the steps in the process.

· Talk through your ideas as you go (in an office hour visit, in the Writing Lab, with friends, on the blog).  

Examples:
A topic that is too general: Solar energy

Topics that are getting more specific but still need additional focus:

· Solar thermal energy (Which type?  What’s the recommendation or problem?)

· Storage problems with solar energy (Storage for which type of solar energy?  Is this paper focused on particular workarounds for the problem?  Or is it focused on describing the difficulty of the problem?  Is it a more technical paper on the technology or more policy-oriented on the organizations and funding that may lead to solutions?)
· Solar energy in rural communities (What kind of rural communities—here in America, or in the third world? What’s the question you want to answer?  Are you mostly describing existing solar energy or mostly recommending plans for the future?)

· Home solar panels (Is this a technical discussion?  Is it a how-to paper?  Is it about the financing of solar panels and the government programs that help?  If so, are we talking about a specific state or country’s programs?)

Exmaples of theses for focused topics: 

· Government should invest in the development of large-scale solar energy plants in America’s deserts.

· Despite certain promising programs, solar energy technology has not yet reached a significant proportion of rural communities in Africa because of the difficulty of installing and maintaining solar systems.
· Solar energy shouldn’t be seen as a major weapon in the fight against climate change because it does not promise to be cost-effective on a large scale within a reasonable time frame. 

· Middle class Californian homeowners should take advantage of current government rebates and make the effort to invest in rooftop solar PV arrays.

