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The World of PIE 
PIE is a guideline, not a formula. It helps you know what should be in each body paragraph of an essay whose focus is to make a point or argue or persuade (it also works with analytical paragraphs and other kinds too). Every body paragraph in your argument will have P, I, and E, though not necessarily only one piece of “I” or “E,” and not necessarily in that order. For instance, a paragraph might be labeled like this: P/I/E/I/E or P/E/I/I/E/I/E/E. But if there’s not P, I, and E in a body paragraph of this essay, you’re probably in trouble! Here’s a review of what PIE is:
Point


TELL ME!


Your topic sentence, a one- or two-sentence expression of  the overall idea you will focus on for that paragraph.

1. What is the point of this paragraph?

2. What claim is being made?
3. Does the P match the contents of the I and E?

Information

SHOW ME!




1. Information from readings or class discussions

2. Examples

3. Facts/ Statistics/Definitions that support the point you are making

4. Descriptions

*Note: These are fairly “objective” pieces of information that a person could look up on the Internet, in the original text, or in another source. 

Explanation

SO WHAT?


How does this information relate to your thesis?

How does this “I” help “prove” your thesis?

Explanation, analysis, elaboration, commentary upon that information as well as on your overall point, connecting the information with the point (topic sentence) and the thesis. “E” exists throughout the paragraph—there can’t be too much “E”!
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“E” is the most difficult part of any paragraph. It represents your own thinking. If there’s no “E” in your paragraph, you probably didn’t work that hard.
Ideas for EXPLANATION:

· Interpret, analyze, explain the information, opinion or quote you’ve included

· Comment on the accuracy (or inaccuracy) of the quote, fact, data, information, etc.

· Decipher the meaning or try to better your understanding of your observation, findings or experience

· Tell your reader how the information relates to your THESIS.


How to make sure you’ve got enough “E” in your PIE.

Ask yourself how, why, and what questions:
· How do my examples help me prove my point?

· Why did I choose this quote? How does it help me?

· How can I state this idea another way to make sure the reader understands my point?

· How can I introduce this example or quote to help the reader see where I’m going with it?

· What are some consequences/results/implications/ramifications of the information I just gave the reader?

· Why is this information important? What does it suggest to me? To the reader?

· How is this information related to my overall point for this paragraph?

· Is the idea in the topic sentence fully explained? Do I need another sentence to elaborate on what I mean in the topic sentence?

· How is this information related to my overall thesis, or other points I make in this paper?
