Paraphrasing and Quotations
College essays require you to refer often to the work of other writers, whether they are novelists, scientists, or newspaper journalists. Each time you mention an idea from another text or source, you need to give credit   You can refer to other texts in two ways: 

1. You can paraphrase what they said.  When you paraphrase, you put the same idea into your own words.  Don’t use three or more of the same words in a row.
2. You can quote what they said.  Quoting means using the exact words and putting them between quotation marks.

Plagiarism Alert:

If you forget to give credit, even if you are not using the exact words, you are committing plagiarism.  Plagiarism is considered stealing and carries serious academic consequences.

When you introduce someone else’s ideas, you can use the following sentence patterns:




Punctuation Rules:

Put a comma after the whole “according to” phrase.
Examples: 
According to Elizabeth Lewis, life is sweet.



According to Elizabeth Lewis, “Life is a bed of roses.”

Put a comma after “says” and before the quote.
Example:
Elizabeth Lewis says, “Life is a bed of roses.”

Do not put a comma after “says” or “says that” if you are paraphrasing.
Example: 
Elizabeth Lewis says that sometimes life can be very sweet.
Put a period after the page number.

Example: 
Elizabeth Lewis claims, “Life is a bed of roses” (78).

Examples

	Original


	Quotation
	Paraphrase

	“Blackstone believed that citizens needed arms to defend themselves, not the country.”
	According to Integrations, “Blackstone believed that citizens needed arms to defend themselves, not the country” (183). 
	According to Integrations, Blackstone thought that Americans required weapons for their own safety and not in order to fight for America (183). 



	“There was as yet no police force large enough to handle large public disturbances.”
	In Integrations, William Robinson and Pam Altman claim that in early America, “There was as yet no police force large enough to handle large public disturbances” (183).
	In Integrations, William Robinson and Pam Altman state that in early America, the government did not have enough police officers to manage major crises (183).



	“Two hundred years after its passage there is no agreement why it is there or what it means.”
	Professor Joyce Lee Malcolm says, “Two hundred years after its passage there is no agreement why it is there or what it means” (187).
	Professor Joyce Lee Malcolm says two centuries after the second amendment was passed, people still have different opinions about its meaning and purpose (187).



	“The right of his majesty’s…subjects to have arms for their own defence, and to use them for lawful purposes is most clear and undeniable.”
	According to William Blizard, “The right of his majesty’s…subjects to have arms for their own defence, and to use them for lawful purposes is most clear and undeniable” (183).
	According to William Blizard, it was obvious that English citizens had the right to have weapons to defend themselves as long as they didn’t act illegally (183).



Pattern #1: “According to…”





Paraphrase Pattern:  


According to [other person], [other person’s ideas in your words] (page number).





Example:  


According to college president Sally Wong, no student should consider getting a credit card (54).





Quotation Pattern:  


According to [other person], “[other person’s ideas in their exact words]” (page number).





Example:  


According to college president Sally Wong, “Credit cards are the devil’s way of tempting students” (54).








Pattern #2:  “So-and-so says…”





Paraphrase Pattern:  


[Other person] says (or says that), [other person’s ideas in your words] (page number).





Example:  


College president Sally Wong says that no student should consider getting a credit card (54).





Quotation Pattern:  


[Other person] says, (or says that) “[other person’s ideas in their exact words]” (page number).





Example:  


College president Sally Wong says, “Credit cards are the devil’s way of tempting students” (54).


College president Sally Wong says that “Credit cards are the devil’s way of tempting students” (54).








The follow words may stand in for “says” in the sentences above:





believes	argues		maintains	points out	observes	comments


explains	states		claims		asserts		admits		suggests





These words are all used in different ways.  Check that the meaning fits before you use a word to introduce an idea or quotation.











Adapted from a handout by Erin Denney, 9/2005.


