READING ADS. After reading “Images” and “Fifteen Basic Appeals,” choose an ad, observe it and complete this sheet.


What do you see in your ad?

For example:

Who is in the ad? What do they look like? What are they wearing? What are they doing? Where are they? What kind of looks do they have on their faces? Are they looking at the camera or somewhere else? What else is in the ad? If there is text, what does it say?

What do you infer from your observations?

For example: 

What is the ad saying to you?

What “story” is the ad telling?

What is interesting or attractive about the 
people in the ad? How do they feel?

What product is the ad selling? 

What appeals are at work in the ad?
        

For example:

Who is the target audience of the ad?

What does the designer of the ad think about the audience?  

What does the designer think motivates the audience?

What psychological desires is the ad appealing to?
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