Run-Ons and Connecting Words
A simple definition of a run-on is “two or more sentences stuck together without a period between them.”  Although we often speak in run-ons, we have to be careful not to write run-ons.

A sentence is a complete thought.  A run-on is more than one complete thought stuck together without a period or a connecting word.  Sometimes students use a comma, but a comma by itself is not strong enough to connect two sentences.

Which ones of the following are run-ons and which are not?
1. I like Psychology class, it’s fun.
2. Before I go to the store, I’ll have lunch.
3. Julie is my best friend she has helped me through some very tough times.

4. Jimmy jumped he landed on his left arm and broke it.


 Which ones of the following are run-ons and which are not?

1. Jodi liked nothing more than to ride into the mountains on horseback with a pack horse to carry supplies for a weekend camping trip.
2. That’s astonishing I’m amazed.
3. The students were extremely exited to begin learning everything there is to know about English and to improve their reading and writing skills.

4. The gift was all wrapped up with gold wrapping paper and white ribbons and bows it looked gorgeous.


Connecting Words

Connecting words can fix a run-on by showing the relationship between two complete thoughts.
They are also the key to the clear expression of complex thoughts that is needed in college writing. The reader will be able to understand your thoughts better if you explain the connections between your ideas.  

The essays in English 92 all ask you to compare different options, give reasons for your statements, and mention the arguments on the other side.  You will need connecting words to do all those things.

Here are three kinds of connecting words you can use in your essays:

Coordinators

Use coordinators to connect two complete thoughts that could each stand on their own as sentences.  

And
The teacher wants the students to read the book, and she wants them to do the exercise.

But / Yet
The students want to read the book, but they don’t want to do the exercise.

So / And so
The students want to get good grades, so they do the exercise, too.

Or
The students should do the exercise, or they will have trouble on the test.

Punctuation:  Always use a comma before the coordinator when it joins two complete thoughts.

Conjunctive Adverbs

There are also other, slightly more fancy, words that mean the same things as some of the coordinating conjunctions:

	And
	Furthermore

	But
	However

	So / And so
	Therefore


Furthermore
The teacher wants the students to read the book; furthermore, she wants them to do the exercise.

However
The students want to read the book; however, they don’t want to do the exercise.

Therefore
The students want to get good grades.  Therefore, they do the exercise, too.

Punctuation:  There are two rules for conjunctive adverbs.

· Use a comma right after a conjunctive adverb.

· Use either a period or a semi-colon right before a conjunctive adverb.

Notice that you can’t use them in the same way as you use “and,” “but,” “so / and so,” and “or.”  You can’t use them with a comma to join two sentences.  If you do, you’ll be making a run-together sentence.

Subordinators

Subordination is the combination of two things, such as sentences, of unequal importance.  One way to subordinate two sentences is by using subordinators
Some common subordinators are:

although, though, even though = concession

Even though it was late, I went to the party.

whereas, while = contrast/opposition

I like to sleep in whereas she likes to get up early.

when, as = time (at the same time)

As the sun rose, the birds started chirping.

after, before = time (not at the same time)

I couldn’t sleep after the birds started chirping.

whenever = time (every time)

Whenever I put off my work, I am sorry later.

even if, if = conditional

I will do my homework even if I am tired.

because, since = cause and effect

Since the dog looked fierce, I stayed out of the yard.

until, till = time (up to the time of)

I will read until I fall asleep.

unless = exception

Unless it rains, I’ll go to the park Saturday.

Note:  Subordinators emphasize hierarchy, making one idea less important than another.  The subordinator comes at the beginning of the less important thought.  If you write one thought and put a subordinator at the beginning, without another connected thought, you have a fragment:

Incorrect Fragment:  Because he knew about horses.

Correct Complete Sentence:  Because he knew about horses, he could help in the rodeo.

Punctuation:  

· If the subordinator comes in the middle of the sentence, you do not need a comma.
· If the subordinator comes at the beginning of the sentence, put a comma after the first complete thought.
Example:  Because he knew about horses, he could help in the rodeo.  (Comma in the middle)


     He could help in the rodeo because he knew about horses.  (No comma)

Don’t Repeat Yourself

Sometimes when students are practicing using connecting words, they use the same ones over and over.  Try not to use the same connecting word again and again, because it might be annoying for the reader, and it will make you look like a beginner.

Connecting Word Practice

Combine these sentences using coordinators, subordinators, and conjunctive adverbs.  Try out different structures and different conjunctions.  Also make sure you pick words that fit the meaning, and pay attention to correct comma usage.

Connect each pair of sentences in two different ways.

1. That movie was terrific.  I think I’ll go again tomorrow.

a)

b)

2. My little brother can be a big pain.  I love him anyway.

a)

b)

3. Sarah has read all of Shakespeare’s plays.  I think she’s really awesome!

a)

b)

4. The student chooses his words carefully.  His essays are pretty bad.

a)

b)

5. I sat down to write my paper.  I did a lot of research.

a)

b)

6. The author of this paper is not convincing.  He has convinced me of the opposite point of view.

a)

b)

7. The beauty of the scenery was ruined by the presence of the ugly house.  The new owner had the house torn down.

a)

b)

8. I read the argument over for a second time.  I realized that it actually made some valid points.

a)

b)

9. Daniel’s well researched and insightful essay about legalizing marijuana was published in Newsweek.  He has received numerous other offers to give talks about the subject at various universities.

a)

b)

10. Barbara agrees with the author’s basic thesis that terrorism is a phenomenon that will never entirely go away.  She disagrees that the only thing we can do to increase our safety is to tighten security at our borders.

a)

b)




Trick One:





Read the sentence out loud to yourself.  When you read the following sentences out loud your voice ends in a lower tone and pauses afterwards.





Gasoline is too expensive.





Do you hear the downward tone?  Now read the following out loud:





Gasoline is too expensive no one can afford it.





Do you hear the downward tone and the pause between “handsome” and “he”?  That is because it is a run-on.  You need to put a period right there.





Gasoline is too expensive.  No one can afford it.








Length Mistake





Many students think that if something is long, it must be a run-on.  They also think that something that is short can not be a run-on.  But this is not true.  Whether a sentence is a run-on or not has nothing to do with length!





The following sentence is short, but it is still a run-on:





The dog barked it was loud.





This one is very long, but it is still a normal sentence:





With a tense silence filling the room broken only by the occasional weary sigh, the students focused on the exam, determined that, in spite of the difficulty of the class, they were going to pass with flying colors and show the teacher how hard they had worked all semester.











Fixing Run-Ons





There are two ways to fix a run-on.





Put a period between the two complete sentences.�


Use a connecting word to join the sentences.





Trick Two:





If you are not sure if a sentence is a run-on, see if you can find a way to split it into two complete sentences.  





For example, if you are looking at the sentence 


In this world, hardly anything turns out the way I expect my sister gave up dentistry and joined the circus.





You could split that into two complete sentences:


In this world, hardly anything turns out the way I expect.


My sister gave up dentistry and joined the circus.





Once you think you have found two complete sentences, check yourself by applying the fragment test to each sentence.  








Adapted from a handout by Dr. Erin Denney

