English 92: Subjects and Verbs
How to Find the Verb

Verbs usually express the action in the sentence, but they can have other meanings.
Trick: To find the verb, change the time in the sentence.  You can do this by putting the word “yesterday” or “tomorrow” in front of the sentence and changing the rest so it sounds right.  The word you change is the verb.

Example: 
The mailman wants to kill our dog.
Tomorrow, the mailman will want to kill our dog.
Yesterday, the mailman wanted to kill our dog.
The word we changed was “wants,” so “wants” is the verb in the original sentence.
How to Find the Subject

The subject of the sentence is the main person or thing the sentence talks about.
Trick #1: To find the subject, first find the verb.  Then ask yourself, who or what does that action?  The word that fits directly with the verb is the subject.

Example: The mailman wants to kill our dog.

We ask ourselves, who or what wants?  The mailman wants.  So “mailman” is the subject.
Trick #2: The subject is usually the first noun.  A noun is a person, place, or thing.  Often you can tell a noun because you can put the word “the” in front of it, such as “the oranges,” or “the way” or “the health” or “the mailman.”  In most cases, the subject of the sentence is the first noun in the sentence.  
Special Case: There Is/There Are Sentences

In sentences that include “there is” and “there are,” the subject comes right after the verb.  “There” will not be the subject.  “Is” or “are” will be the verb, and the noun that comes next will be the subject.

Example: There are many things a cat can teach you.
  “Are” is the verb.  The first noun, “things” is the subject.
How to Make the Subject and Verb Agree

In English, the verb can change depending on the type of subject.  For example, it’s not correct to say “We wants” even though “He wants” is correct.  “Wants” is the form of the verb that goes with “he.”

ESL students may need to review the verb forms.  Also, in some dialects of English, such as some varieties of black English and Chinese-American English, the rules for subject-verb agreement are different than in standard English.  

Present Tense
I think.




You think.

He/she/it thinks
Examples: Jorge thinks.  A computer thinks.
We think.

They think.

Examples: The women think.  Ana and Andrew think. 
The Verb “To Be”

The verb “to be” has different rules than other verbs.

Present:



Past
I am.




I was.
You are.



You were.
He/she/it is.



He/she/it was.
We are.



We were.
They are.



They were.
The Verb “To Have”

This verb also has different rules.
Present:

I have

You have.

He/she/it has.

We have.

They have.

There Is/There Are Sentences
Remember to make sure the verb agrees with the subject in these sentences.
Incorrect: There is some bus drivers who sing for their passengers.

Correct:  There are some bus drivers who sing for their passengers.

The subject, “bus drivers” is plural, so we need a plural verb, “are.”
