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Essay #1:  Academic Summary of “Doomsday Fears and Modern Life”
Academic summary:  You are probably familiar with the common practice of summarizing, i.e., condensing a text into something as brief as a sentence or as long as several pages while retaining the integrity of its original meaning.  An academic summary is, to put it simply, a summary of a piece of scholarly discourse suitable for use in an academic situation.  Research-based writing is the most common type of writing you will do at the university level, and so you will want to become competent in writing a successful academic summary.  Like other kinds of summaries, its hallmarks are:

· The summary presents the author’s key ideas, omitting most details and supporting examples (except representative illustrations when desired)

· The summary is concise and accurate, true to the author’s original intent

· The summary reveals no opinion or bias on the part of its preparer (by its nature, the summary reflects only the author’s ideas)

· The summary is written in your own words (though the occasional direct quote is acceptable and even desirable if the syntax is important)

Assignment:  Write a thorough and accurate academic summary of Norman Podhoretz’s “Doomsday Fears and Modern Life.”  Imagining an audience unfamiliar with the text will encourage you to choose your words carefully and offer full explanations.  The introductory paragraph should include the title of the article, the author’s full name, and several sentences that explain what the article is about.  You do not need to present the material in the order it appears in the article.  However, consider an organization that makes sense given the logical progression of Podhoretz’s ideas.  If Podhoretz defines a word or phrase in an unusual way, do not assume your reader will understand without an explanation.  Use quotation marks to indicate direct quotes.

· You should use MLA format for the layout of the essay and for in-text citations whether paraphrased or quoted, but you do not need to do a Works Cited page for this assignment.

· The summary should be a maximum of two and a half pages.

Suggestions: Before you start writing, the following strategies may be helpful. Annotate “Doomsday Fears” and look up any vocabulary words you are uncertain of.  Make an outline of the essay by summarizing each paragraph in one sentence.  Then step back and think about the overall purpose of the essay and how the parts fit together.
