Synthesis Worksheet (Download and type into this document)

1. List the main ideas of each of your sources.  You may want to go section by section through each source and use your annotations as a guide.

a. Friedman’s chapter

i. _______

ii. (add more rows as needed)
b. Alternate source one

i. (add more rows as needed)
c. Alternate source two (if you are using more than one alternate source)

i. _______

ii. (add more rows as needed)


2. Brainstorm a few sentences: What topic do these sources all talk about?  What links them in your mind?  This will help you write your introduction.
3. Read over the main points you have come up with for all your sources and identify points of comparison.
4. Copy Friedman’s main points into the first column in the table below.   Then read over the alternate sources’ points and see if you can identify ideas that line up with Friedman’s because they relate to the same subtopic.  (See the sample.)  Not all of your alternate sources’ points may line up; put the important ones that don’t line up on their own row.
5. For each row, come up with a phrase to describe the point or topic that all the sources relate to.  Then try to write a sentence which uses a connecting word that shows contrast to compare the different sources on this point. (See the sample).  This may become a topic sentence in your essay.
	Friedman’s points
	Source 1 points
	Source 2 points
	A phrase describing the topic they have in common
	A sentence linking their ideas with a connecting word that shows contrast (although, whereas, while, however, but, etc)

	Example: Friedman says that a broad culture of unwillingness to take responsibility for financial decisions led to the crash.

	Alberts blames the homeowners who bought more expensive houses than they could afford for the subprime mortgage crisis.
	Leyton accuses Wall Street of greed and disregard for the ultimate worthlessness of the financial instruments it was creating or the impact the inevitable crash would have on society.
	Responsibility
	Whereas Alberts focuses on irresponsible homeowners as the cause of the crisis, Leyton blames irresponsible new Wall Street financial instruments.  Friedman, on the other hand, sees both as part of a larger culture of irresponsibility in America and blames both.

	Add more rows as needed…
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


