# 4  Community Assessment 
Due  Oct 25


100 pts total
HIV and STI prevention education does not take place in a vacuum.  The community where it takes place is a critical player in the success of education efforts.

The community health assessment provides a way to document those things in our environment which impact the health of individuals and communities.  Mapping is a tool to graphically show those things that impact health including HIV transmission & prevention.

This assignment will be a team/group assignment 
Team Guidelines:
· 5-6 students per team.

· Instructor will establish teams

· Teams will get in-class time to meet 

· All team members must participate in the fieldwork segment of papers.    That is, each team member must assess the chosen neighborhood. This can be done as a group or separately.
· Team members can decide how to divide up the paper-writing & map making work. 
      This is up to each team to decide.  Choose a strategy that will work for your team!

· Teams must notify the instructor as soon as problems arise with communication, 

decision making, or a member not keeping his/her agreements about doing work.  
We can fix problems with more notice. 
DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE WEEK BEFORE THE ASSIGNMENT IS DUE
 TO TELL ME THERE IS A PROBLEM!  THAT’S TOO LATE.

The first part of the assignment is to create a map of a community in which you will focus your data collection.  Map =25/100
Before you begin, your team must choose a geographical area or neighborhood to focus on.  This area can be your neighborhood, a neighborhood that your members spend time in, or a neighborhood that is mutually convenient for you.  It should be a neighborhood that demonstrates the health disparities that we have begun to study in class.  Please create your map of a 2 block area, although you may also want to note important community resources just outside and nearby your 2 block area.

Make a map based on data you collect by walking through the neighborhood and record those things that we discussed in class and that you believe have an impact on individual & community health, especially HIV infection.

Consider these questions as guidelines:

· Where in the community is risk-taking occurring or supported? 

Think sex, injection drug use, as well as alcohol/other drug use that contribute to risk.  
· What places promote risk-reduction?  

What/Where are the community assets and resources that contribute to the well-being of the community.
· What are the other overarching, systemic, or institutional factors that  impact the community 
Think about other factors that contribute to risk i.e. poverty, housing stock, education, access to health services, information, crime or violence, etc.

A "Key” or “legend" for your map is required and will be explained in class. This part of the assignment may be hand done.

Examples of places to identify might include:

· Availability of safer sex and risk reduction materials and equipment.

· Prominence of messages that promote safer sex and risk reduction.

· Prominence of messages that promote risk-taking (including co-factors like drinking, drug use, etc.)

· Parks where sex occurs, drugs are bought/sold, drug users congregate to use/share.

· Liquor stores

· Churches

· Community Centers

· Sports Fields

· Schools

· Check-cashing businesses

· Community Gardens

· Advertisements for alcohol and tobacco

· Bars

· Gathering places

· Clinics or medical centers

This list could go on.  Please feel free to add any other places or things that you notice in your mapping that impact sexual health.
The second part of the community assessment assignment is to write a paper linking the findings from your map to HIV Drivers and Co-factors from the 2010 San Francisco HIV Prevention Plan. PAPER=50/100 points.
Write a 4 page paper detailing how HIV Drivers and Co-factors are impacting your neighborhood and HIV prevention efforts.  See (click on) HPPC in class resources –Go to HIV 2010 Prevention Plan Chapter 2, pages 115-147 for discussion on HIV drivers and co-factors. Include information about how your group worked together and how you made decisions and planned to get your work done and on time.
The third part of the assignment is to evaluate the participation of your group members in accomplishing the work to get the entire community assessment finished and turned in on time.  Individual evaluation sheet for each group member will be provided for you to fill out confidentially.

INDIVIDUAL EVALUATION=25/100 points.
Scoring Recap: Map = 25* Paper = 50*Evaluation = 25* TOTAL = 100 points 
