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Class Meetings


Monday, Wednesday, and Friday:  8:10- 9:00 AM

Office Hours


Monday , Wednesday and Friday: 9: 10 -  9: 40 ; Tr/Th 9:35- 10 and alternative times by appointment.

Students are encouraged to come to office hours with questions regarding economics and the course. 

If anyone needs course or testing accommodations because of a disability, a medical appointment, or  any valid reason, please make an appointment to see me as soon as possible.

Students seeking disability related acommodations are encouraged to register with Disabled Students Programs and Services located in Room 32 of the Rosenberg Library with phone number (415) 452- 5481.

Text 


Required: McConnell, Campbell R, and Brue, Stanley L. Macroeconomics.


( 16 th Edition ), New York: McGraw Hill, Inc, 2005.

Course Description


This is an introductory course in economics principles. The course covers macroeconomics. Topics include: the economics problems of unemployment and inflation; determination of national output; the role of the government in the domestic economy; banks and the creation of money; international trade and finance.

Primary emphasis is placed upon acquiring skills with which to analyze current economic issues. The course is designed to provide students with many opportunities to develop their critical thinking and higher- order problem solving skills, to do independent research, and to practice economics as they learn it.

Course requirements and Grading


Your course grade will be based upon an average of your performance on four examinations, regular homework assignments, in-class exercises, several quizzes, class participation, and a final exam.
Your average performance on homework assignments, in class exercises, and class participation  ( including attendance, maintenance of a course notebook and performance on any quizzes) will be given a weight equal to two regular examination. The final exam will have a weight equal to one regular examination. Your semester grade will be based on the average of these seven component scores ( four regular examinations, two average homeworks, exercises and class participation scores, and one final examination score).

The final examination  will take place on Monday December 18, 2006, 1:30 – 3: 30. Make sure to mark this date on your calendar.

Course grade 


A
88 – 100%


B
78 – 87.9%


C
64 – 77.9%


D
54 – 63.9%


F
53.9% or below 


Students are expected to attend class meetings and to read the assigned material prior to each class. Students will be responsible for the material covered in class meetings, as well as in the required readings.

Please be informed that it is the policy of the Department of Social Sciences that a  student who misses twice the number of classes regularly scheduled during a week may be dropped for excessive absences. Please note that excessive unexcused tardiness or early exit from class meetings is considered equivalent to absence.

Extra Credit

You can receive extra credit points by completing assigned questions given in class and from the study guide. And by writing a short term paper regarding a specific topic chosen from a list of topic that will be provided to you in class or reviewing an article relevant to a topic or concept discussed in class.

A maximum of 25 points can be obtained from completing these assignments. A maximum of 15 points will go towards your unit exam scores. The remaining points will be added to your quiz scores.

Course Schedule and List of Reading Assignments

This is not a rigid schedule. It may be revised based upon our progress through the various topics. Hand outs and aditional material will be provided during the semester. Specific homework problems will be assigned in class.

I. Introduction to Economics and the Market Economy

Week 1 : Aug 16 – 18  The nature and Methods of Economics; Scarcity and the Economizing Problem

Week 2:  Aug  21- 25  Production possibilities frontier and the economic systems

Problem set due

Week 3:  Aug  28 – Sept 1: The supply/ Demand model

Problem set due on Sept 6
Required Reading  MCConell and al….Chapters 1 – 4

Exam #1 Sept 6

II. The Macroeconomics Model and Fiscal Policy

Week 4:  Sept 6- Sept 8 National Income Accounting

Week 5- 6:  Sept 11- Sept 22 Growth,  Business cycles, Unemployment, and Inflation

Problem Set due on Sept 25
Required Reading  MCConell and al….Chapters 7 - 8

Exam #2 Sept 29
Week 7- 8 Sept 29- Oct 13 The aggregate Expenditure model and The aggregate Demand / supply model

Problem Set due on oct 16
Week 9 Oct 16- Oct 20  Fiscal Policy

Required Reading  MCConell and al….Chapters 9 - 12

Exam #3 Oct  23
III. The Monetary System

Week 10:  Oct 23 – Oct 27 Money and the Banking System

Week 11:  Oct 30   Nov 03  the Banking System and The Creation of Money

Required Reading  MCConell and al….Chapters 13 - 14

Problem Set due

Week 12:   Nov 6- Nov 10  The Federal Reserves System and Monetary Policy

Week 13:  Nov 13- Nov 17 Money, Interest, and Macroeconomics Equilibrium

Required Reading  MCConell and al….Chapters 15

Problem Set due

Exam #4 Nov 20
IV
Alternatives Views and Macroeconomics Policy


Week 14 Nov 27 – Dec 1 The Philips Curve and the Rational Expectations Theory


Week 15  Dec 4 – Dec 8  Contrasting the different shools of Thoughts


Required Reading  MCConell and al….Chapters 16, 17 and 19


Semester Review and Evaluation

December 18 2006    Final Exam 1:30 – 3: 30 PM.





