English 96: Final 

Spring 2010

Instructor: Athena Kashyap
Background

In this class, many of you were exposed to writing an expository essay for the first time.  Some students find the expository essay format of thesis statements, topic sentences, and supporting details too constricting; others, however, find that they can better organize their thoughts formally with this format.  In your cover letters attached to each essay you have turned in for this class, most of you have already reflected upon your gains and setbacks.  

Task

In a 4-5 page essay, discuss how you have grown as a writer in this English 96 class, and in what ways you have been set back.  Think about the formal elements of an expository essay, including thesis statements, topic sentences, supporting details, introductions, conclusions, and sentence combining.  Think also about the PROCESS of writing, including brainstorming, free-writing, outlining, writing drafts, and proofreading.  

You can view this assignment as an extended cover letter to me, using the same format you’ve used for all previous cover letters in the class.

Time

You will have 11/2 hours to complete this assignment.

Criteria for Success

· Use the formal format of a cover letter as discussed in class.

· Use the format of an expository essay within your cover letter (essay), crafting a thesis statement for the essay and topic sentences for each of the paragraphs, and including an introduction and a conclusion.

· Your topic sentences should frame each paragraph focusing your ideas.

· Use details in each paragraph to support your topic sentences, using Christenson to help you.

· Use sentence-combining tools to combine your sentences for greater flow.

Tips

· Use quotations from other students (if you email them in advance).

· Buttress your claims with specifics—take sentences from your previous cover letters, and your essays to support your claims.  

· Use your own experiences as examples to support your argument.

· Discuss all parts of the writing process—especially the pre-writing stage including brainstorming, freewriting, outlining.  Do not forget the revision process!

Materials

· You may bring a detailed outline to your examination.  Your outline should not be complete paragraphs but you can include quotations, and already formed topic sentences and a thesis.

· You will need to write on lined paper.  Please use both sides of the paper.  Make sure you put your name on each page on the upper right hand corner.

· You may make rough notes, outlines on a separate sheet though you will not need to turn in these sheets.

· You may write in pencil or pen.  Note that you can make corrections easier if you used a pencil.  Take care to write legibly.

· You may use a dictionary, though laptops are not allowed.

Please staple your essay and put your name on every page.  Do not turn in any outlines or rough materials.  Return this prompt to me after taking the examination.

