Unit Four, Essay $: FOOD AND MEMORY, FAMILY AND CULTURE

English 96, Spring 2010

Instructor: Athena Kashyap

Background:

In the previous essays you learned the elements of expository essay writing—topic sentences, thesis statements, supporting details.  In this essay, you will focus on a couple of themes we touched on briefly in the last unit:  voice and sensibility, analogy and argument, and what is it that makes good writing.  We will continue our discussion of what is an essay but this time you will write a “familiar” essay, a conversational essay, grounded in personal memories and experiences, exploring ideas by weaving together scenes and/or brief stories (anecdotes) and reflecting on them 

Assignment

Write a 4-5 page “familiar” essay (see definition above) that explores some aspect of your connection to food, familial and/or cultural.  Note: your essay should develop an idea that is somehow connected with food, but the idea need not necessarily be “about” food.  For example, Chang-Rae Lee’s essay, “Coming Home Again” develops an idea about the way he and his mother connected through cooking.  While his descriptions of various dishes add to our pleasure and understanding, the heart of the essay is not Korean food or cooking techniques per se; it is something about how we know each other in families, about connection, and loss, and self-knowledge…

Tips

· Explore an image or idea that “shimmers” for you (Didion) and, in the course of the exploration, clarify and deepen it.  Or, you may start with a question that intrigues you and that you want to try to answer.  Possible resources include your free-write about you and food; journal entries; and other thoughts that have arisen as a result of the readings and discussion.

· You are not required to use any textual sources in this essay.  I encourage you, however, to enrich your discussion with references to authors you’ve read in class, movies, conversations you’ve had, songs—in other words, to create a richer brew.

· Your goals are 

* To discover meaning as you select, reflect on and shape your experience.

*  To make the elements of your essay work together; to give your audience

     an enjoyable read and something to think about.

If you are truly exploring, you may not know where you’re going to end up.  That’s OK—try not to prematurely edit out interesting digressions, because they may turn out to be the heart of the matter.  If you let yourself be surprised you’ll find it easier to surprise your readers.

Criteria for Assessment

· A complete draft that fits the assignment

· Clear sentences; accurate grammar and word choice

· Sentences and paragraphs that link well to each other

· Awareness of audience

· Variety in sentence forms and rhythms; thoughtfulness in word choice 

· Energy (pacing)

· Clear focus, clear ideas

· Ideas that are nuanced, unexpected, complex

· A sense of form—shaping the essay as a whole.

Dates

Final draft in portfolio: April 20th
Thanks to MIT OpenCourseWare.

