Three paragraph in-class argument based on Greene or Schor’s argument . . . .

As your book and website explain, an essay can open in a variety of ways, some more popular than others: general-to-specific; specific-to-general; intriguing questions; shocking facts; bold assertions; anecdotes.  The 3-paragraph essay you are about to produce, however, will open with a revised version of work you have already done: a one-paragraph summary (4-6 flowing sentences) of either Bob Greene’s “Foul Mouths Are Fair Game in Our Coarsening Culture” OR Juliet Schor’s “Age Compression.”  Of course both essays explore disturbing trends in our society, disturbing trends that have become common or “normal.”  Refer back to your summary-response sheets.   Here is the basic layout for your essay.
PICTURE YOUR SUMMARY/INTRO and PARAGRAPH 2 & 3 IDEAS BECOMING A 3-PARAGRAPH ESSAY:

	¶1 = Summary of Greene or Schor’s essay plus your thesis statement
	¶2 = Your illustration proving/showing your thesis claim
	¶3 = Your exploration of why the problem might exist


HERE’S A BREAKDOWN OF WHAT WILL BE IN EACH OF THOSE THREE PARAGRAPHS.

For this assignment, paragraph 1 must begin this way:
	Paragraph 1
In “Foul Mouths Are Fair Game in Our Coarsening Culture,” author Bob Greene argues (or choose another verb instead of argues) . . . [finish the opening summary statement and then write another 3-5 sentences that will complete your summary]

--OR--
In “Age Compression” author Juliet Schor argues (or choose another verb instead of argues) . . . [finish the opening summary statement and then write another 3-5 sentences that will complete your summary]

THEN YOU WILL END THIS PARAGRAPH WITH A SHIFT INTO YOUR MAIN CLAIM, YOUR THESIS, AS THE GREENE OR SCHOR SUMMARY IS FUNCTIONING TO SHOW THAT YOU UNDERSTAND THE READING AND CAN USE IT TO SET UP YOUR OWN ARGUMENT.  

If you are opening with a summary of Greene’s argument, then your thesis should shift into a focus on

--language use or a specific behavior occurring in more disturbing ways

OR 

--a specific aspect of the Bay Area has also become disturbingly coarse

TRY DRAFTING A WORKING THESIS HERE:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you are opening with a summary of Schor’s argument, then your thesis should shift into a focus on

--your own product or entertainment example of age compression, an example that Schor might appreciate

OR 

--something in the media or pop culture related to age compression that disturbs you

TRY DRAFTING A WORKING THESIS HERE:



	Paragraph 2 (5-7 sentences) will feature your strongest example--evidence or illustration--of that thesis claim.  In other words, prove your thesis.  SHOW, DON’T JUST TELL.  (Please avoid using “I.”  Focus on your observation, insight, and commentary.)

   BRAINSTORM SOME SUPPORTING DETAILS HERE:



	Paragraph 3 (5-7 sentences) will explore WHY you think the problem illustrated in paragraph two exists.  Think about what has caused it.  It couldn’t have simply magically appeared, right?  Since this is also your closing paragraph, give your final sentences a sense of closure.

   BRAINSTORM SOME SUPPORTING DETAILS HERE:




