As your book and website explain, and essay can open in a variety of ways, some more popular than others: general-to-specific; specific-to-general; intriguing questions; shocking facts; bold assertions; anecdotes.  The essay you are about to produce, however, will . . . 
	1)
	open with a revised version of work you have already done: a one-paragraph summary (5-7 flowing sentences) of either Bob Greene’s “Foul Mouths Are Fair Game in Our Coarsening Culture” OR Marie Winn’s “Cookies or Heroin?”  Of course both essays explore disturbing trends in our society.  Refer back to your summary-response sheets.


	1a)
	The last sentence or two of that opening paragraph will shift away from summary and into your main claim, your thesis.

Your thesis should be a response to one of the following if you are opening with a summary of Greene’s argument:

--a specific part of the Bay Area has also become disturbingly coarse

OR 

--language is being used in more disturbing ways

TRY WRITING A WORKING THESIS HERE:

Your thesis should be a response to one of the following if you are opening with a summary of Winn’s argument:

--television viewing has become nearly as destructive as drug addiction

OR 

--_______ could also be described as a serious addiction

TRY WRITING A WORKING THESIS HERE:



	2)
	Paragraph two (6-8 sentences) will feature your strongest evidence or illustration of that thesis claim.  In other words, prove your thesis.  SHOW, don’t just tell.  (Please avoid using “I.”  Focus on your observation, insight, and commentary.)

BRAINSTORM SOME SUPPORTING DETAILS HERE:



	3)

	Paragraph three (6-8 sentences) will explore WHY you think the problem illustrated in paragraph two exists.  Think about what has caused it.  It couldn’t have simply magically appeared, right?  If this paragraph’s last sentence or two give a sense of closure, then you may end your short essay here; otherwise, compose a separate closing paragraph.

BRAINSTORM SOME SUPPORTING DETAILS HERE:




