Real Essays: Summary and Response  


Pages 279-83 are devoted to summary
Your name:

Author of assigned essay: 
Title of assigned essay (capitalize first letters and use quotation marks):
1--In the Early Reading Stages--Read with the Writer's Purpose in Mind

· Read the article carefully and for fun, making no notes or marks, looking only for what the writer is saying.  After you're finished reading, write down in your own words the essay’s topic and the point that is made about the topic in the following spaces.

	The essay’s topic is



	The author’s main point is



	Copy the single sentence in the essay that you feel best states the main point or thesis.  Put quotation marks around those words; they are not your own.  Also write down in parentheses at the end of the quote the page number where that’s sentence appears.




2--In the Re-Reading Stages--Underline and Annotate with Summarizing in Mind

· Once you clearly understand the writer's major point (or purpose) for writing, read the article again. Underline the major points supporting the thesis; these should be words or phrases here and there rather than complete sentences.  Write down or annotate ideas, comments, and questions in the margins and /or in your notebook.  
· Then, write a 4-6 sentence summary paragraph of the assigned essay.  Start with a sentence naming the writer and article title and stating the essay's main idea. E.g., In “My First Conk,” Malcolm X illustrates. . . .  Or, In “Ode to an Orange,” Larry Woiwode argues. . . .  Be clear but not choppy.  Do not insert your own opinions, interpretations, or thoughts; instead summarize what the writer has to say about the subject.  Write in the present tense (e.g., use is, not was).  Use the space below:
	


Now write a 4-6 sentence paragraph on whether you agree or disagree with the author.
	


