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How to install and configure XAMPP for Mac OS X
1. The Web site address for downloading XAMPP for Mac
https://www.apachefriends.org/index.html
(xampp-osx-5.6.8-0-installer.dmg, 129MB) (xampp version 5.6.8)

2. How to install XAMPP for Mac OS X

a. Download and save the above file to your hard disk.

b. Use Finder to locate the disk image (dmg) file and double-click on it to open the installer window.

c. In the installer window, drag the XAMPP folder onto the Applications folder.

3. How to start and stop the Apache and MySQL Servers

a. Use Finder to browse to your Applications folder and open the XAMPP folder.

b. Double-click the XAMPP Control program.

c. Use the XAMPP Control program to start or stop a server by clicking on its Start or Stop button.

4. A URL you can use to test the Apache server

http://localhost/index.html or http://127.0.0.1/index.html
How to configure phpMyAdmin for Mac OS X
1. The default location of the config file for phpMyAdmin for Mac OS X
/Applications/xampp/xamppfiles/phpmyadmin/config.inc.php

How to configure authentication for phpMyAdmin
1. Open the config.inc.php file in a text editor.
2. Set the “blowfish_secret” option to a random string up to 46 characters. This specifies the encryption key for the cookie.

3. Set the “auth_type” option to a value of “cookie”.

4. Set the “user” and “password” options to empty strings as shown below.
5. Save your changes.

The default settings (The one highlighted in yellow will be changed – see below)

$cfg['blowfish_secret'] = 'xampp';      

/* YOU SHOULD CHANGE THIS FOR A MORE SECURE COOKIE AUTH! */
/* Authentication type and info */

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['auth_type'] = 'config';

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['user'] = 'root';

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['password'] = '';

The settings after phpMyAdmin has been configured for authentication (The one highlighted in gray are the new data)

$cfg['blowfish_secret'] = 'dk20vc93ms28si29';      


/* YOU SHOULD CHANGE THIS FOR A MORE SECURE COOKIE AUTH! */
/* Authentication type and info */

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['auth_type'] = 'cookie';

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['user'] = '';

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['password'] = '';

NOTE: 
1. If you don’t have permission to save the config.inc.php file, give yourself the appropriate permissions. To do this, use Finder to select the config.inc.php file. Then, select the File menu, the Get Info item, and the Sharing and Permissions link. Next, click on the lock icon to allow changes, click on the plus sign (+), and add yourself as a user who has read and write privileges. If necessary, repeat this procedure for the phpmyadmin folder.
2. For security reasons, you should change the authentication type for phpMyAdmin from 'config' to 'cookie'. When you use the 'cookie' authentication type, phpMyAdmin prompts the user for a username and password when it starts.

How to use phpMyAdmin to test the MySQL server
1. Use the XAMPP Control Panel to start the Apache and MySQL servers.

2. Use the XAMPP Control Panel to start phpMyAdmin. To do that, starting a web browser and type the following in the URL.
http://localhost/xampp/

3. From the left hand side of the XAMPP web page, click the phpMyAdmin link under Tools. This should start phpMyAdmin and prompt you for a username and password.

4. Log in as the root user by specifying a username of “root” and the password for the root user. By default, the root user doesn’t have a password, so you don’t need to enter one. When you successfully log in as the root user, phpMyAdmin should display its Home page. At this point, both the MySQL server and phpMyAdmin are working correctly.

How to set the time zone
1. Use editor to open the php.ini file. For Mac OS X, this file is stored here:
/Applications/xampp/etc/php.ini

2. Search the file for “timezone”.

3. Set the timezone correctly. For Pacific Standard Time, you can set the time zone like this:

date.timezone = America/Los_Angeles
The default installation directory for the source code (this is where you should put your .php files)

/Applications/XAMPP/htdocs

