Murach’s PHP and MySQL by Joel Murach and Ray Harris (ISBN-13: 978-1-890774-56-1)
How to install and configure XAMPP for Windows
1. The Web site address for downloading XAMPP for windows

https://www.apachefriends.org/index.html
(xampp-win32-5.6.8-0-VC11-installer.exe, 107MB) (xampp version 5.6.8)

2. Double click the downloaded executable file to install XAMPP into your c: drive (c:\xampp).
3. How to start and stop the Apache and MySQL Servers

a. Go to Start – All Programs – XAMPP, click the XAMPP Control Panel.

b. Use the XAMPP Control Panel to start or stop a server by clicking on its Start or Stop button.

4. How to automatically start the Apache and MySQL servers

a. From the XAMPP Control Panel, click the Config button, then check the server that you want to autostart. Click Save to save your changes.

b. Start the server by restarting your computer or by clicking on the Start button for the server.

5. A URL you can use to test the Apache server

http://localhost/index.html or http://127.0.0.1/index.html
(root directory:  c:\xampp\htdocs )

How to configure phpMyAdmin for Windows
6. The default location of the config file for phpMyAdmin for windows
C:\xampp\phpMyAdmin\config.inc.php
How to configure authentication for phpMyAdmin
1. Open the config.inc.php file in a text editor such as notepad.  (or click the Config button from the Apache Module in the XAMPP Control Panel).
2. Set the “blowfish_secret” option to a random string up to 46 characters. This specifies the encryption key for the cookie.

3. Set the “auth_type” option to a value of “cookie”.

4. Set the “user” and “password” options to empty strings as shown below.
5. Save your changes.

The default settings (The one highlighted in yellow will be changed – see below)

$cfg['blowfish_secret'] = 'xampp';      

/* YOU SHOULD CHANGE THIS FOR A MORE SECURE COOKIE AUTH! */
/* Authentication type and info */

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['auth_type'] = 'config';

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['user'] = 'root';

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['password'] = '';

The settings after phpMyAdmin has been configured for authentication (The one highlighted in gray are the new data)

$cfg['blowfish_secret'] = 'dk20vc93ms28si29';      


/* YOU SHOULD CHANGE THIS FOR A MORE SECURE COOKIE AUTH! */
/* Authentication type and info */

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['auth_type'] = 'cookie';

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['user'] = '';

$cfg['Servers'][$i]['password'] = '';

NOTE: 
1. XAMPP includes a web-based tool for working with MySQL known as phpMyAdmin.

2. For security reasons, you should change the authentication type for phpMyAdmin from 'config' to 'cookie'. When you use the 'cookie' authentication type, phpMyAdmin prompts the user for a username and password when it starts.

How to use phpMyAdmin to test the MySQL server
1. Use the XAMPP Control Panel to start the Apache and MySQL servers.

2. Use the XAMPP Control Panel to start phpMyAdmin. To do that, starting a web browser and type the following in the URL.
http://localhost/xampp/

3. From the left hand side of the XAMPP web page, click the phpMyAdmin link under Tools. This should start phpMyAdmin and prompt you for a username and password.

4. Log in as the root user by specifying a username of “root” and the password for the root user. By default, the root user doesn’t have a password, so you don’t need to enter one. When you successfully log in as the root user, phpMyAdmin should display its Home page. At this point, both the MySQL server and phpMyAdmin are working correctly.

How to set the time zone
1. Use editor to open the php.ini file. For windows, this file is stored here:
c:\xampp\php\php.ini

2. Search the file for “timezone”.

3. Set the timezone correctly. For Pacific Standard Time, you can set the time zone like this:

date.timezone = America/Los_Angeles
The default installation directory for the source code (this is where you should put your .php files)

c:\xampp\htdocs

