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Notes on the Field Identification of Anser fabalis serrirostris
and A. f. middendorfi

Masayuki KURECHI, Yoshio YOKOTA, and Mariko OTsU

Nankodai 5-4-1, Izumi, Miyagi 983; ®Haranomachi 1-2-31, Sendai, Miyagi 983;
8Peperstraat 7, Wijk Bij Duurstede, the Netherlands

HACHR&T 5 v > 7 A Anser fabalis DHE L, TOKERI e v 2 A A.f serrirostris
T, Ad e A A f middendorfi 1 3E VI, vAv T rA A f curtus LHICTER
T5, £FEzbh T3 (HEABESE, 1974). Larl, BEAEADY vEOBLH «
B OTEAT 5 BT, EEDBIT A fabalis OWBEOMEY BRI T ALELE L.

A. fabalis OTEFEOHE EBINCOWTITE L OFELRFER IR TS0 (BE, 1939;
DELACOUR, 1951; DEMENTEV et al. 1952; OweN, 1980), = bz ThdERe2»Hg s L
b DTHL. BABREC X 2HEOBINCOVTizo & Db DI, §$EThbo
fo. FBEDIZBRCHENRT D A fabalis OAFEEFFOMEERLRET 2700 A. £ serri-
rostris & A. f. middendorfi OEFANERBIDIRIEED & 5 kiR L. B Hhi- - TITTERE
RicHEcERYEE, SBNTHELSZC L. TR, FATHEEZHRATS
CERFRETHD LV OMMCELICOT, NTEE LT, Inds, 4A.f curtus {22\
T, fEREbD TR, FLBRFNC LR ORELS LD T, SENLREDON
Ko BERA LI,

A- fabalis DEBEHAIOMEA

A. fabalis DERESFIFREC L D EDRWBOMEID 505, ¥ v F7E & FHEA
(24 #E) oo kESEY X5 (DELACOUR, 1951; DEMENT'EV et al., 1952; OWEN,
1980). v v F78iz=—5 7 KEOJLEBER O v F7HFHCHREL, FHhEx
DED 24 FHHECEET 5. chbo 2 ERIFREICRR 5 805580, JiEixe00E
T, TALSHLEFEEEZ LTS, BiRE, ESHErES, TEHLIEWL. #HkE
T, BIXHEBREV. 2o h & LTRL, THREBEERRTHS. ok, &b
LOELEALEFEERERAKBE LT 2ERL 5 5.

A. f. serrivostris 1Y v F SR B L, A.f middendorfi 3T @+ 5., -0 2 HfH
XEIN—-FTRIRACHML, TRk KRBEOEFETHS (Fig.1). LichioT, 4.F
serrirostris L A. f. middendorfi DTLREREII O & DEELEOFR L hbAE <, FHhic
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7

Fig. 1. Breeding range of the Bean Goose Anser fabalis.
£ Breeding range of Tundra Bean Geese
%% Breeding range of Forest Bean Geese
22 Breeding range of mixed populations. (Modified after DELACOUR, 1951)

BEHcEWTEETHB. MERHLET 5 &, A [ serrirostris OWEIZE L, EHMAENE
¢, FHLEWDIH L, A.f middendorfi D¥ELTH Y &L, THEATL, FILHEE
TEE LICBARETET TRE LBt X 5 (Fig. 2).

LaL, BABECHLOL S B AERTHETE LT, 1km ¥izth
L EoElE b EEE CHES S AR BRI L8\, I DESFTIIEONM L HET
Ao BT, kitofB e EERnEEL RS, DTFERAERERCHEEY
BAEANT 5T EC oW TIR NS,

A. f. serrirostris & A.f. middendorfi DE4} TOHBIA

(1) BFAERBIADEE

LT ETHEMGE, WATAKUBHARS LOCSEBHNARTHET IR T3
BHEOBELT, SLCAFTE SR OEGEBEROH LT 7. Kic, UTFOH
Bie oW TREZTV, BARIAOBELT - 1.

a) EHEESAES T BEOEET, 2 TR MR AR e HAL O T E.

b) a) CEE LABoMEy, FARECEBICETX 5H %O

c) AERBAVHEE M D EE. '

IR « BT O\ TIREE L B 0T, 20 hFHie oW TCEHl%2 T - 7= (Fig. 3). &
Wiz BALDWIN et al. (1931) i\ ETF OB &8 M Uiz, FHURMLO 5 &, BE -
LB CREECIEREDRD, EEC T ORT 7. =hb O HIES L0
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Fig. 2. Two subspecies of Anser fabalis regularly wintering in Japan. A, A.f. middendorfi
(left) and A. f. serrirostris (right) (photo by T. Komiva); B, A. f. serrirostris (photo by M.
KurecHI); C, A. f. middendorfi (photo by H. KikucHr).
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Fig. 3. Measurements of the head and bill of Anser fabalis. 1, length of exposed culmen; 2,
bill length from nostril to tip; 3, length of mandible from gape to bill tip; 4, bill depth at
base; 5, bill depth at posterior end of nostril; 6, bill depth at center of nostril; 7, bill depth
at anterior end of nostril; 8, bill depth at nail; 9, visible depth of lower mandible; 10, bill
width at base; 11, bill width at posterior end of nostril; 12, bill width at center of nostril;
13, bill width at anterior end of nostril; 14, bill width at posterior end of nail; 15, length of
nail; 16, width of nail; 17, length of head; 18, height of head at posterior end of eye; 19,
height of head; 20, width of haed.

HORBEYHEL, MNWRE CKRE) LT, To#R, EROoF&ELHT L oW,
WRERUMER E LCix, 1) B - om0k, i) HEOMWE, SERAMEERE LT,
i) IREF OB, v) ARREOHE, BELZLREC ) BREHTH L Z LHVHB LA

Table 1 ©ZZHMHLLD 5 %, BHAMEAY T %5 2 CHEHEL Bbh 205 MEY,
TR LORE « $RBFNCR L. B« R cHEEHOMHZEI RS BHEL O, BHYE
i (lenght of exposed culmen; AW & vE.5) & TSR (visible depth of lower mandible)
T, HEMELTY A f. serrirostris TN E L, THELEL, A. f middendorfi 13¥E0 E
<, THHEL, AEENTOED LR (WTFThd P<0.001), L2 LEABEEOES,
FORIYEHCHZ LR THS. ZORMELERT S oD, BHE (length of
head) & iz ¥/t %% (bill depth at base; LITHERE LML) WEH LT, 2hbid
WEEMCERENEOIT (B 05<P, BE 0.2<P), LirL8H - EilLAmroR
7B E, Wl M THD. Lt Tohbhifrd L, HABECEEoRM
KDz EATHREFE L. choRHEAA L TRE Licnd, Bik/ERH & e/ E
T, BIEEREY, SRR L U OB RS XOEROME S 20k Rb
L7z oTH%H (Table 1, Figs. 4-A, B), LITohbic o TOREEDORGZ LTAHiz
Lo,

(2) mEiE/IRE
Ml s X OBER O FHRMED VR D o Btk L BER (4. £ serrirotris 17k, A. f. middendorfi
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Fig. 4. Bill characteristics of Anser fabalis serrirostris and A. f. middendorfi. A, exposed
culmen/length of head; B, exposed culmen/bill depth at base; C, bill depth at center of

nostril/bill depth at base.

O=adults; @=juveniles; A=total.
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14 ) ©owT, WE/EERORE T, TOo%Hi% Fig.4A R L. A f serri-
rostris DY, MEKE/TEE AL 0.85 [, 0.95 kiio@EERLED 824% 2 Lw, Kk
%0 (94.2%) 1 1.00 KT, 1.00 Ll ED G Dk 5.8% iF Eiedr o7z, A. f. middendorfi
DA, 1.05 Lk, 115 kiio@ENR 57.2% * &b, 85.7% 5 1.00 Ll LofExr & b,
1.00 £ 143% Thote. LkdiaT, ThIXFMER CHELRIT 50 O
L b, BEER/EREEZ=1.00 2358 - UCHEBEOKRLE (4. 1. serrirostris 94.2%, A. f.
middendorfi 85.7%) &¥FI$ 2 Z EMRTIRETH 5.

WICHE « $h BB Et Uiz, A.f. serrirostris 12RLE® 90.0%, $hED 100.0%, A.f.
middendorfi 3R ED . 90.9%, HEIZEAKIzAL VA3 HF2 oY, REZ=1.00 1k
DIELLHBTE. t REOHKBLMEMEHE CHOREREN R b Rt (P<0.001,
Table 1),

o THRWRER ERBHEEO KR OREAE L ETORSTHS (Fig. 3). 44
YEABE LSS, BREACOHIEL b L BEROFESLETERCHHEI sz &
win s, ChNgE/EERCLEEYRET. BERORBC LS FEORL T OHEN
4y (% 3mm) %Nz CHIE LW/ B2 o8k (SR+3mm) ke HET5E, @
WL LRI FER 0.04 AT 5. L L, MIEHL A f serrirostris DR Hz44ED
94.2% »% 1.00 ki T, A.f middendorfi 13 85.7% 2 1.00 LI ELissn. ZhizFE
BLIEWBEDORRE—BT 5. MEDX5ic, ME/HEELS1.00 xfEEs Fa
THIREL LTEREF2LELD.

(3) whik/vEs L

BhiE /AR 0B-E L RS, FHREMED B L hic B & BK (A. £ serrirostris 34 {4, A. f.
middendorfi 31 k) o\ T HBHBE R T, FOHT%E Fig. 4-B i LEz. A f. serri-
rostris |XYEIE/METE Y 1.60 L) -, 1.90 i 0@k 4tk D 88.2% % 5, A. f. midden-
dorfi 13 1.90 Bk, 2.30 kiEOREICeED 96.8% MER L. Lid-T, = 0kR
LEABAOISEL e, VER/MEEL=1.90 2 K8z A f serrirostris © 91.3%, A. f,
middendorfi © 96.8% HIELLRHITE 5.

WE BN T -7Ead, RES190 ORI X v, A.f serrirostris [T ED
91.6%, ¥HED90.0%, A.f middendrorfi |ZREED 96.3%, BT 4B 4 HEITFEL L
KAlCcEiz. Lo, 1.90 L3 M EXBACHIC X v HET 5 &3, EEcixE
BTHDH. AWTHRR LT 2BIEL, EARMCXERIRLBL0T, Thickks#EE
AT AV, FTHFIOEREL LTD 1.90 12 2 (EH{E) LRI EEE L,
i/ R =2 YA HBEORN T T 5135 BNEENTH 5.

C OB, A.f. serrirostris (xFNTH, FH<2 Th Do LHUELMEOLETIC X 0K
BE LA, Lis L A. f. middendorfi 1z, FH 1.90 LI 2.00 il » & ko
48.4% H G Bz, A f. serrirostris & BHET AFHEENEGOT, =0 HCOWT
TIMRES Lo, MEME/METE LAY 1.90 Bl E 2.00 K ORM D A. f. middendorfi o541k 44k
D 48.4% w5, o 35 (&0 29.0%) » 195 LIk 2.00 KiORMicE R T
B. ¥i, COBBEARIC X BEELE R UL, 200 LBEREE LTH-TS Lops
2T GEEL LR D, CHEED B bE, i/ EE]HE1.95 (22) oI kT, &
2 DEFERD 5 % A. f. serrirostris O 100.0% & A. f. middendorfi @ 77.4% % 1F L < ¥ 3
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TED. BB « BN LB &L, A1 serrirostris [T G « $hE X 4 100.0%, A.f.
middendorfi \XELRD T4.1%, RO 4GIFD 4 GBI TE L, o tBECERLHE
CtalhEEESRD LAl (P<0.001, Table 1), LIEDSEERL, = OHFIRIIE
/B2 LT H00, RLEANTHS.

CHhBEDRERYENBRIACELED L, BHE HEVWThOBEDL
>1 A. f. middendorfi
<1 A. f. serrirostris

=2 A. f. middendorfi

<2 A.f. serrirostris
XhE&EADKEBEXEFITE S, Tivkhs, HWELEELERLAH, Th B b bid A f.
middendorfi, %X \TFiebiE A. f. serrivostris, ¥ 7-WEIED ER O 2 f5EE TR B b
& A. f. middendorfi, 2 {S&KET O\E A. f. serrirostris X RET 5.

(4) B EMOLEDORRE

AU RL L DIEF T, B LW ORI EERSA W LA BRAEE 5.
Fig. S R OBBE X EHICEZE Lict 0 (A) LEfELcdb© (B) TH 5. ZELIERE
it Fig. 5-A 0 X312 Rx %%, HEBEC Fig.5-B 0 X5 Rr 5z &%, =
DEL, MEHEEEOHESE SBITCE Lic. A. [ serrirostris 1%, TR & IO BEH TS
T, B OWTRL AEESE L, EEIESAES EH Bl LB, 22T
SEM E T T E 2 RE.S82% BWARF e kAT Rx 5. 4. f middendorfi 1358
HEEEOER ELILEESE L, BT THeElT 50, EENT, T
SR L THTHEIXIZEAKTREY L, B BHEk), —o0=/AF0X5KcikLs.

A

e |
A. f. serrirostris A. f. serrirostris

A, f. middendorfi A. f. middendorfi

Fig. 5. Profiles of Anser fabalis serrirostris and A. f. middendorfi observed nearby (A) and
from a distance (B), arrows showing the main differences of the two subspecies.
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wRic, ZhboREAHEEOHMBHHREICERT 2L OEMT2WCEHER B ¥
Z, BHEETS. EPEBEEHOERICOWTIE, chEEbLACTAEELLTUT
D2OAELLRS.

a) MERMEOMEE (EXHE) AKX

b) HEEMOMEE GEXHME) X
a) I\, A.f middendorfi (3 BI I EDOBEE M A. f. serrirostris L D{EL 72
(Table 1), BEE; D BT/ I AL A. £ serrirostris T Y B/ & v (P<0.001, Table 1,
Fig. 4-C), TOf5R, MEE» L RILTMEOEE (HunHE) 1% 4. f. middendorfi D% 5
B A. f. serrirostris Y. bRk E\ . b) @woTit, A.f. middendorfi DIEIRIL A. f. serriro-
stris WA, BIFE S EGCEESRELR, FENLHBER~OFEE ((EXE) i
A. f. serrivostris Y b L /& Ll E a), b) i oW TOBRNORE, A. f. middendorfi 1.
BEE LIRS OB A R DS T AEREF Y, A. [ serrirostris L3 Ric D - EEHHIE L
b LR TE .

MBI DOTLRBIC DT, - A. f. serrirostris 1L A. f. middendorfi 1 Fo~, WEE D BILAE
BERECEY (P<0.01), —J, BESS XIUEBEROEIRAZCEELZIRE R
(P>0.5), BEFH#ERZECI3, A. f. serrirostris O VT BILMES B L, A. f. midden-
dorfi [ LIZIFEMMCRAS. chil, FHEELCIAEEOWE,XED L ERTIEER
ENIR L, BIMEDOZ A. f serrirostris HEEICE V- LI L WHERTE 5.

R, THEEIC ST A. f. serrirostris 13 A. f. middendorfi I 0 BFLERFHENEEFIC
By (P<0.001), ¥7-THOBELOMED BEE e 2 RILOAMEL, A.f serrirostris ©
125 REME D IFE LT 5 (P<0.001, Table 1), Uavdh TSI F DO THEATHE
HORBCELh T AT, THREROEREITORELTHLAAMIL Y LARL
B Bz 5. A f serrirostris D TN CIRER» AR A LR EOEE X ES X
SR B0, LTROBEHEIC LD, TEELAERE,LERIA~NELLDI5CRAS
clrrrbotELILRL.

A. f. middendorfi 3. A. f. serrirostris X b & FHELEE L, TUEORESA LRI EIC
EL, »2oTWRRG. Lich o THERMGERAEOHEL RATh, Thicil
BEHOTYR O TERIESL A £ serrirostris X h#H\OT, THLSEN—HCH#E
Rz 5. A.f middendorfi OTFWTEAEACIITIEKER AT IOCRLLDE, &
hOOBEMmIZ X ) HHATES., DEOFHIMELED BFHC X - TLH « M OHEBOHER
2, BACTOEEEOBRINCERELFOLEL LS.

(5) BROEE

WHELHEERTE LVHEY B 0, A.f middendorfi 135 <, A.f. serrirostris |45\~
(P<0.01, Table 1), L7=#'- T, WA ETZ SR0ES (BRED) OB BY BT
REled. L LEOMOEY (FIR « AL E) DBE, BROLBZRE D, #
BURIRRAI A & LTH V.

(6) ‘ERERyHE®R
WEFIHEM TR Y Ric b, A f middendorfi 1IEECIELS, KWFHTHB0IH
L, A.f serrirostris DFE i35, SREYHUTWA0T, BEECHRELBATEL -
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Fig. 6. Exposed culmen and visible depth of lower mandible of Anser fabalis collected in
Niigata (O) and Miyagi (®) Prefectures.

ERZ. RAFOBEFCH LTRELED RIS L 2.

FHAEOEBERE, & )b RAREIIRIL S L&\, AL serrirostris (3BT oK
H oo o BT & TR L, A. f. middendorfi (3R RMCHAT BEMEL. L L
IhLRIABENRERESCAERR R EC IV RRZ 20 H50T, WEMEAILEL LTH
PRV A

Lk, A.f serrirostris b A. f. middendorfi DSBS RO F T DT, HHEER X UEEE
R Do, BEEORECHE LT, LR LERAERRA L CEEOHRET -
7o, TOBRBTHEI AP, HEEOHELARHEELBESI L. Th bk
‘RHE & LChicks o &ie L. FHBE OOV TR THE Lo,

£ 7

EELITHETEIERZ T E&D A, fabalis BRI DT A. f. serrirostris L
A. f. middendorfi ORI EIT- TV 3. KEEMHN XL, WBOKELEAK AR
MEDORELLOXVEECWAEERLE W, 1km Bl o> TL 2508 EE T
HEOBINITETH D, WIS R IEENREEC LT ERES L LIk
mE, WROBRLAESRRCHEELT A, FEGHOTS S OEGOEMRGILT
52 ENTEB.

BlE, A. fabalis OBEAMTER « FE - Bl « @I - WH - BHRETCHS. zhbd
DEBLHOBEERL NS E L, LEOBABIECELNIHRD IS, HBRRERN
D EER L OEBRRENE e B AT oRERKE % Table 2 12 flR Uiz, Wi
THIEORELT - A2, WThOBELEERTIX A. f. middendorfi, ¥a)l[HA T
A. f. serrirostris BREFF HDBEVCHFBERIBORE. RCZOBEEXBRIET S D
Z, FIRELERRT CRBEINCEE GRRRE#F, BHRE 184) OFHllzTw,
TR A BB OREE & B L.

Fig. 6 = h L OFRED 5 b, WEMEMOEFELBEE iy Bilhc, TwmELHE
B & o e BAARE R Lic. BENL, HBRECEMEIIEENE L, THLE 4. £ mi-
ddendorfi 73k & ¥ w5, BRIBED D O TTEBENE L, TWAEW A f. serriro-
Stris THHZ EXRLT A, ZOKRIZ, BABIEC I vBohicERE XL—FKT
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5. ez Lk, BB A f serrirostris = A. f. middendorfi OWEFEEEFIT
THELE X 5.

o &

A. fabalis DEiA & EEOHICEELTIRUTOBES XU BB EE 2130 > Tk 724 e
AR « FTEER - MBS (UATAKILBHARE, IR (LUEREPIRIENE), W
BEFIEITERASE, MO (SEBHAR, MU ¥, REEx, FRRS ORMEeyx—,
JeEE A I R A, SEERE KW AR, BRETEpEE, R, Mk
B, FE T, SURKER, BNTIIEONE, BATES @IETL SR, MERE ded
BRIREO AN, BTN ES ElE, JuE, RSN, R (500 A
), BAE— LA, WHRKE AHERELARTEME, KRARE Y2 -, HHIE, &
B, B, B Bk, HEWERME, JEEAYES IR R A

¥ e@ELE, HTEERNRCREFRLER L O wie. BELR#oRr»ETS.

E #

(1) BARCERTDe> 21 Anser fabalis DAEABROWMERAELITo e, v 21 A f
serrirostris kA A v v 24 A. f. middendorfi ©FFFMEETD FEEM: 2 BE Lz,

(2) o2 BEIHEHHERSEET, EBNCHREEDHPEL, FABEECTLRITETS
5. FEEECBANHEOMBOLT, HIEHE (19l km) 0BETH 25 FoFERESEL AT, 1
e/ SER HEES1, whide/v (58T) (WE2, H - MRatoMBoHE, Lt LoMBNEES, BEFHD
R S od R R X hEEABATES.

(3) BFABIKC VBLRIERE, A—RTHERIhCEAREOEIIL, X —HKLi.
B, EERE T OMERT A £ serrirostris 3, ¥ 1BBRT O 0IL A. f. middendorfi 73k 45
DD LW IERS, WHErbELRL.

SUMMARY

(1) In order to investigate the subspecies of Bean Geese Anser fabalis wintering in Japan, the
points of field identification for A. f. serrirostris and A. f. middendorfi were discussed.

(2) When nearby these two subspecies can be distinguished easily by the shape of the bill. At
a distance of 1 km or more (and using a telescope X 25), it is still possible to identify the subspecies
by the combination of the following criteria:

=1 A. f. middendorfi
a) Length of culmen/length of head ... { o S i

=2  A. f. middendorfi
{ <2 A.f. serrirostris

¢) Difference of voice (and to some extent difference in feeding habitat)

(3) The above method was used in our goose counts at Fukushima-gata, Niigata Pref, and Kasu-
gawa, Miyagi Pref. Sample specimens were also captured in these areas and the results were com-
pared. Both the field identification and the sample specimens indicate that most individuals of the
population wintering in Niigata Pref. are A. f. middendorfi and those in Miyagi Pref. are A. f.
serrirostris. The close agreement of the results obtained shows that it is possible to identify the
subspecies of Bean Geese reliably in the field.

b) Length of culmen/bill depth at base .....
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