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History
First discovered by the Ancient Egyptians.
The English name “azurite” is thought to be derived 
from the Arabic and Persian words for blue.
Was used as a pigment, 
notably for the color azure, 
up until the late 17th century.

− Produces light greens
− when mixed with oils.
− Creates green-grays 
− when mixed with egg yolk.



Azurite
Color: very dark to pale blue

Mohs hardness rating: 3.5 – 4 (relatively soft)

Streak: light blue

Luster: glassy

Monoclinic crystals



Weathering

2 Cu3(CO3)2(OH)2 + H2O 

→ 3 Cu2(CO3)(OH)2 + CO2

(AZURITE) + (WATER)  →
(MALACHITE) + (CARBON DIOXIDE)

Azurite is extremely susceptible to decay and must be 
kept from light, open air and heat in order to preserve its 
deep blue hue.

azurite malachit
e

turns from blue into green 



Madonna and Child Enthroned with 
Saints by Raphael

O– This once blue

paint has turned green from 
weathering.



Azurite in Art
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