Study Questions on Congress and the Presidency
POLS 1

Estrada

Questions based on first reading, Evolution of the Modern Congress (Pgs. 71-77)

1. How does control over the design of the executive branch give Congress additional power?  

2. Congress has what powers in foreign relations?


3.  Congress can override a presidential veto with how much of a vote in each chamber or house?

Questions based on second reading, Congress and National Security Policies (pgs. 78-90)
4.  The author says, “Wars and crisis events tend to centralize authority, and at such times presidential powers reach their zenith.”  What does he mean by this?

5.  Should Congress have the power to decide military conduct?  Why or why not?
6.  For every tax dollar spent, how much goes towards military spending and how much goes towards diplomatic and/or humanitarian affairs?

7.  What’s congressional oversight and how can it be used to influence foreign affairs?
Questions based on third reading, The Way We Go to War (pgs. 91-99)

8.  Did President Bush always seem cooperative and willing to acquire congressional authorization for the Iraq War?

9.  What kinds of political calculations influenced the way congressmen voted on the Iraq War Resolution?
Critical Thinking Question

10.  What kinds of domestic factors do you think contribute to America having such a large military?   
