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Study Questions for the reading “What the Numbers Tell Us” (Pgs., 14-21)
1. What’s the Gini coefficient?

2. What’s negative wealth?  What is the main source of income for most people?  
3. What do some people say about computers in attempting to explain inequality?

4. In regard to upward mobility, how does the United States compare to other countries?

Study Questions for the reading “Hidden Cost of Wal-Mart Jobs”  (Pgs., 22-31)
5.  In California, how do Wal-Mart workers pay and benefits compare to other retail workers?  How much do most Wal-Mart workers get paid?  

6. How does Wal-Mart’s business practices affect other retailers?  
7. Which types of public assistant programs do many Wal-Mart workers rely on?  How much do Wal-Mart workers cost California tax payers annually?
Study Questions for online readings
8. What is the concept of “low income” and how does it compare to the official poverty rate?  
9. How do poverty rates compare between whites, blacks, and Hispanics or Latinos?  

Critical Thinking

10.  Why do you think the government might have an interest in keeping the official poverty figures low?  
