Study Questions on Putnam and Fischer Readings
POLS 1

Estrada

1. According to Putnam, what is social capital?  Is social capital increasing or decreasing in America?  

2. What is the relationship between social networks and/or groups and social trust?  How Putnam’s example of participation in bowling be used to demonstrate this relationship?
3. Is America a religious society?  What evidence does Putnam use to support your answer?
4. What are some other explanations for what’s happening to social capital?  Which ones do you agree with and disagree with and why?

# 5 is a Critical Thinking Question; Not In Your Reading

5. Is Putnam’s view about social capital and political participation applicable to your life?  How might your life experience support and disprove his claim?

6. In contrast to Putnam, what does Fischer say about the relationship between attendance at sporting events and social capital?  
7. What are some of the ways Fischer criticizes the term “social capital” itself?  Do you agree with his criticisms?  Why or why not?

8. Fischer says that lower political participation may, “well lie in the body politic itself.”  What do you think he means by that?  What could be some examples?

9. What do you think of Fischer’s thoughts on privatism?  Do you agree or disagree?

#10 is a Critical Thinking Question; Not In Your Reading

#10.  Fischer and others mention time has being a reason why people don’t participate more in politics.  For example, the average work week is longer today than it was three decades ago.  How could people participate politically through their workplace?  What are some problems someone might encounter in doing so?

