
Kayapo natives in the Brazilian Amazon

INDIGENOUS CULTURES
IN THE AMERICAS



THE AMERICAS



THE MANY 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF 

INDIGENOUS CULTURES
Imagine our world without chocolate or chewing 
gum, syringes, rubber balls, or copper tubing. 
Native peoples invented precursors to all these 
and made huge strides in medicine and 
agriculture. 

Could you live without: Tomatoes, Corn, Vanilla, 
Potatoes, Peanuts and Chocolate?

How about: Freeze-Drying, Dental Care & 
Syringes?



AMAZON 
NATIVES

Chocó Healing Song



AMAZONIAN TRADITIONS

Along the Amazon region, numerous Indigenous 
tribes have preserved their cultural traditions with 
virtual purity

Instruments include drums, percussion and flutes, 
with fairly simple forms

Music in these tribes retained its functionality in 
society, with little or no outside influence affecting 
it.  Music tied to magic, ritual and healing

Torch Song At Dusk ~ Kayapo Indians, Brazilian Amazon



Chichen Itza, Mexico

Tiwanaku, Bolivia



MUSIC AND RITUAL

Indigenous cultures value music and musicians

Music was and is associated with magic, healing and 
the mystical forces of the universe

Instruments include drums, flutes, rattles and whistles

Prior to the conquest there were no stringed 
instruments in the Americas



THE ANCIENT MAYAN CIVILIZATION



Kallawaya Healing Ritual

Aymara musicians with Siku 
(panflute) and Caja (drum)



THE INCAS



ANCIENT CULTURES OF 
MÉXICO

Among the Indigenous groups were the 
Olmecs and the Aztecs

Aztec Rule lasted nearly three centuries, 
and the Náhuatl language is still spoken 
today in various areas of Mexico

Aztec culture valued music and musicians, 
and formed music schools called cuicalli

All social activity was accompanied by 
music, and instruments were considered 
sacred





Teponatzli

Atecocolí
Huéhuetl

Ocarina

Aztec Instruments

“Teponazcuicatl”



Through the 
centuries, remnants 

of these ancient 
cultures have echoed 
down to us, shaping 
the music, dance and 

traditions of the 
americas


