
LATIN ROCK & ROCK EN 
ESPAÑOL

Ritchie Valens
“La Bamba”



Lou Diamond Philips as Ritchie Valens



SEMANTICS...

Many are confused by the terminology of 
“Latin Rock” and “Rock en Español”

In Spanish, we often use the term “Rock 
Latino,” which still doesn’t clarify the 
difference between these two distinct (but 
related) genres

Let’s start with some background…



THE EAST LA SOUND

In the 1950s, singer Ritchie Valens achieved 
mainstream success in his all-too-short 
life with his rock n’ roll version of La 
Bamba (a traditional son jarocho)

In California, many Chicano groups began 
exploring R&B and Doo Wop textures, at 
first taking on a literal approach

East Los Angeles was home to numerous 
Chicano Soul bands, and local radio 
promoted their music

This music mirrored the Doo Wop acoustic 
sound, with tight three or four-part vocal 
harmony



EAST LA CHICANO BANDS

Cannibal and 
the 

Headhunters
The Mixtures

“Remember the Night”



FROM CHICANO SOUL TO LATIN 
ROCK

In the late 1960s, several East LA bands began 
adding “Latin” elements to their R&B / Doo Wop 
sounds

Instrumentation included electric guitar, drums 
and bass combined with B3 organ, Cuban congas 
and timbales 

Latin Rock can be described as “Blues and rock 
with Cuban rhythms and instruments”

The Cuban rhythms used most were cha-cha-chá 
and guajira

(The Village Callers)



SANTANA ~ THE EARLY YEARS

“Evil Ways”



Santana Band at Woodstock ~ “Soul Sacrifice”



SANTANA CLASSICS AND 
OTHERS

Santana’s version of Tito Puente’s “Oye 
Como Va” was an example of the multi-
culturalism of Latin Rock

Latin Rock songs could be sung in English 
or Spanish, or could succeed as 
instrumentals

Other groups followed suit in California, 
crossing over into the pop mainstream, such 
as El Chicano, Malo and War

Santana would rejuvenate his career with 
the smash success of Supernatural, 
introducing young audiences to the icon of 
Latin Rock

“Oye Como Va” by Santana



“VIVA TIRADO” BY EL CHICANO



War
“Spill the Wine”
“LOW RIDER” BY WAR



FOUR DECADES OF MUSIC

Carlos Santana, 
Supernatural Tour



“Smooth” Live



ROCK EN ESPAÑOL: 
ROCK N’ ROLL IN SPANISH!

Unlike Latin Rock, the primary “Latin” 
element in this genre is the language (and 
the musicians themselves)

Most Rock en Español mirrors the British 
and American rock sound through the ages, 
with influences ranging from the Beatles 
and the Rolling Stones to Pink Floyd, 
Queen and Metallica

Within the last decade, this genre has 
steadily increased its visibility and 
international appeal, and often explores 
the fusion with many latin and world beats



THE ROOTS OF ROCK

With its origins in Rhythm & Blues, this 
music emerged from the sounds of black 
artists such as Chuck Berry, Little 
Richard, Sam Cook and Fats Domino

In the 1950s, white artists such as Jerry 
Lee Lewis and Elvis Presley spread the 
popular style beyond the color barrier

British “Invasion” bands such as the 
Beatles and The Rolling Stones  reached 
international status, influencing 
generations of musicians



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: CHUCK BERRY, 
FATS DOMINO & LITTLE RICHARD

“Johnny Be Goode”



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: THE BEATLES, 
ELVIS PRESLEY & THE ROLLING STONES

“Jailhouse Rock”
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ROCK EN ESPAÑOL ARTISTS

Jaguares (México)

Maná (México)

Enanitos Verdes 
(Argentina)

“Dime Jaguar”



“Rayando el Sol” (Maná)“RAYANDO EL SOL” ~ MANÁ



Café Tacvba (México)

Molotov (México) ~

“Bohemian Rhapsody”

La Ley (Chile)

Ricardo Arjona 
(Guatemala)

“Bohemian Rhapsody”



Ricardo Arjona ~ “Si El Norte Fuera el Sur”



Molotov ~ “Frijolero”



JUANES ~
“LA CAMISA 

NEGRA”

Juanes (Colombia)



Santana & Maná ~ “Corazón Espinado”



INTO THE FUTURE...

Latin Music continues its evolution, forging new 
sounds and incorporating multiple world textures

Latino presence in Hip-Hop - mainly through 
Reggaetón – has seen the most dramatic change, while 
Rock en Español has retained its ties to American and 
British classic forms as well as more modern ones 
(such as punk, metal and grunge)

Classic forms rooted in the dance tradition – such as 
salsa, merengue and the tango – have maintained their 
place in popularity

The future of Latin American and Caribbean music is 
undoubtedly as diverse and fascinating as its past




