
MÉXICO & “EL NORTE”



MEXICAN HISTORICAL TIME 
PERIODS

Pre-Encounter – (Before 1520)

Colonial – (1521 to 1810), colonized as 
“Nueva España”

Independence – (1810 to 1910)

Revolution – (1910 to 1917); most musical 
development regionally by the 1930s



ANCIENT CULTURES

Among the Indigenous groups were the 
Olmecs and the Aztecs

Aztec Rule lasted nearly three centuries, 
and the Náhuatl language is still spoken 
today in various areas of Mexico

Aztec culture valued music and musicians, 
and formed music schools called cuicalli

All social activity was accompanied by 
music, and instruments were considered 
sacred





Teponatzli

Atecocolí
Huéhuetl

Ocarina

Aztec Instruments



DANZA AZTECA

Aztec dancers wear coyolli – ankle 
rattles

Atecocolí 



MEXICAN REGIONAL SON

As a large country, Mexico is divided into 
several states, each with its own unique 
regional music

The word son in Spanish means “song,” but 
is used to refer to the specific style of 
music in each region

Each son style is defined by two things:

 ~ The instrumentation

 ~ The treatment of the text

Dances are also distinct



SON ISTMEÑO OR SON 
OAXAQUEÑO

Among the southern states of Mexico are two 
distinct musical genres:

 ~ Marimba

 ~ Banda

As seen in Central America, marimba music is 
generally instrumental, and in Oaxaca and 
Chiapas includes a drummer

One of the most popular styles of son here is 
played by a banda, which is a municipal marching 
band group with tuba, trombones, trumpets, 
saxophones, clarinets and “portable” drummers

Banda el Recodo is one of the legendary bandas

“Veracruz” (marimba)



MARIMBA AND BANDA

“Mi gusto es” by Banda Regional Sinaloa



BANDA EL RECODO



OAXACA & THE GUELAGUETZA

In Oaxaca there are numerous cultural and 
musical traditions, including the Guelaguetza, a 
celebration of the summer solstice

The Guelaguetza represents the costumes, 
poetry and dance of each village in the state of 
Oaxaca, and is accompanied by live banda music



THE GUELAGUETZA



SON JAROCHO

From the state of Veracruz – and close to 
Cuba and the Caribbean – comes a form of 
son with several African-derived musical 
influences

Son Jarocho features a repetitive 
structure, call-and-response and 
improvisational singing

The instrumentation contains arpa jarocha 
(harp), and two guitar relatives: the 
jarana and the requinto 

The classic son “La Bamba” is an example
“La Bamba” by Graciela Silva



Son Jarocho



SON HUASTECO

From the states of Querétaro, Puebla, 
Hidalgo, Veracruz and Tamaulipas

Violin is the lead instrument, along with 
the huapanguera and the jarana

The huapango is the central rhythm

The term “huapango” comes from the 
Náhuatl word cuauh-panco, which means “to 
dance on a wooden platform”



HUAPANGO

Los Camperos

“Mi Toliman” by Porfirio y sus Alegres



SON JALICIENSE

From Jalisco comes one of the most popular and 
easily recognizable genres, identified by its 
instrumentation: the mariachi

Mariachi ensembles emerged in the 18th century 
primarily as string ensembles, and by the 1920s 
evolved to include: guitars (several varieties), 
violins, guitarrón (the bass guitar), trumpets 
(added around 1927) and sometimes the harp 



“El burro pardo” by Mariachi Reyes de 
Aserradero



“El Jarabe Tapatío” by 
Mariachi Vargas



THE CORRIDO ~
“A STORY IN SONG” 

Evolved during the Mexican Revolution 
(1910-1917), the corrido was (and still is) an 
epic ballad form

The corrido is structured with a formal 
introduction and formal farewell; it 
recounted detailed stories of the Revolution 
and the exploits of its heroes, as well as every 
day events

Its function was that of a verbal newspaper, 
with detailed and graphic narrative

Corridos were also written in honor of cities 
and towns, and depicted personal stories, 
tragedies and triumphs

“El corrido de Pancho Villa” sung by Amparo Ochoa



IMAGES OF THE 
REVOLUTION

Pancho Villa

Emiliano Zapata

Corrido  musicians

“El Siete Leguas” sung by Pedro Infante



CORRIDO ICON

Amparo Ochoa

“El corrido de la expropiacion”



CANCIÓN RANCHERA

One of the most popular genres to emerge by the 
mid 20th century, canción ranchera consists of 
simple country songs

Themes generally refer to love lost, bitterness 
and betrayal; the typical outfit represents the 
Mexican charro

Early forms used simple instrumentation, and 
later evolved to use the mariachi, resulting in 
the genre known as canción ranchera con 
mariachi

Some of the biggest stars of the genre are 
Vicente Fernández, Javier Solís, Jorge Negrete, 
Pedro Infante and José Alfredo Jiménez



Vicente Fernández

Jorge Negrete

Jose Alfredo 
Jiménez

Pedro Infante

“El Rey”



“La Diferencia” (Vicente Fernandez)



THE MEXICAN TRÍO

The trio refers not only to the type of group, but also to the 
actual style

Mexican trios consist of three singers with guitars, singing in 
close, 3-part harmony

The actual rhythm is the Cuban bolero, which was embraced by 
several Latin American countries by the 1930s and 40s

The bolero is a slow, romantic ballad with “flowery” guitar-
playing

The most successful Mexican trio was Trio Los Panchos

Agustín Lara was one of the greatest Mexican composers

Even when accompanied by a large orchestra, we still refer to it 
as trio



MEXICAN ICONS

Trio Los Panchos
Composer Agustín 

Lara

“Contigo aprendí”



LUIS MIGUEL



THE TEXAS-MEXICAN 
CONJUNTO

By the early 20th century, many 
Mexicans had migrated north to the 
United States, primarily settling in 
south Texas

During the Great Depression, Germans 
also settled along the border, bringing 
their accordion music of polkas and 
waltzes (as well as their beer halls)

Early Tex-Mex music was defined by 
these European rhythms (polka and 
waltz), and by an instrumentation of 
accordion and bajo sexto



TEX-MEX INSTRUMENTS

Bajo Sexto, a 12-string guitar German-derived button 
accordion

“La cucaracha”



TEX-MEX PIONEERS

Narciso Martínez

Lydia Mendoza

“Cielito Lindo” by Martínez & Mendoza



THE TEXAS-MEXICAN 
CONJUNTO

By the 1930s, larger groups expanded the 
instrumentation, adding the American 
drumset and the saxophone to the 
accordion/bajo sexto duo

Eventually, the bajo sexto would split off 
into two instruments: electric bass and 
electric guitar

The styles played were rancheras and 
corridos, but the rhythms were still the 
same: polka and waltz

“Porqué eres tan mala?” by Chris Sandoval



TEJANO * TEX-MEX * 
NORTEÑO

All of these terms refer to the same thing; 
by the mid 20th century, this genre had 
clearly expanded beyond the Texas-Mexico 
border

Música norteña can be heard all the way 
from Texas to California, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Oregon and even Washington

“Mi único camino” by Conjunto Bernal



NORTEÑO ICONS

Flaco Jiménez is known for his fusion of Tex-
Mex music with Blues and Cajun styles

Ramón Ayala is considered one of the pioneer 
norteño artists, and is known for his 
“melancholic” style

Los Tigres Del Norte are one of the most 
successful norteño groups; they live in the 
Bay Area

Tejano pop diva Selena was on her way to one 
of the most successful crossover careers 
before her murder; she represented the pop 
side of the Tejano genre



Flaco Jiménez

Los Tigres del 
Norte

Ramón Ayala

“De paisano a paisano” by Los Tigres 
del Norte

Norteño Icons



LOS TIGRES DEL NORTE @ THE 2008 LATIN 
GRAMMIES



CUMBIA JOINS THE SOUND

Many pop tejano groups – such as 
that of Selena – began 
incorporating the Colombian 
cumbia

Today, bandas & conjuntos also 
play cumbia

“Amor Prohibido” by Selena

Selena



J-LO AS SELENA



THE NARCO-CORRIDO

Within the past 20 years, the corrido 
has seen a transformation in light of 
recent immigration and border issues

The narco-corrido reflects the 
violent history of the drug and human 
trafficking between Mexico and the 
U.S., as well as the corruption within 
both governments

Any type of group can play narco-
corridos, including bandas, mariachis 
and conjuntos



Chalino Sánchez

“Substancias prohibidas” by Lupillo Rivera

Narco Corrido Icons



RAMÓN AYALA ~ CORRIDO “LA MAFIA MUERE”





“PASAJERO” (TRAILER)
LOS CENZONTLES



LOOKING AHEAD

Latin Rock & Rock en 
Español

Carlos Santana


