Editing:10 Common Errors to Find and Correct

To the tune of Beethoven’s Ode to Joy


New words by Tina Martin  1993, when she taught TOEFL at Golden Gate University

1.  Check to see the verb and subject both are there but neither twice.

Example:  In the summer people they sometimes need lots of ice.

2.  Check to see the verb agreement, tenses and form are all correct.

Lately it was been too difficult for us two to connect.

3.  Check for full subordination:  She’s here because now^needs the form.

4.  Check the verbs:  TV is interested.  (Interesting is the norm.)

5.  Check the pronouns:  form, agreement, reference:  themselfs.  (themselves instead)

6.  Check the word form:  Pregnant brides are sometimes quick and quiet wed.

7.  Check wood order:  Ask him where was he should be Ask him where he was then.

8.  Parallel:  He hates our nagging and to ask him where he’s been.

9.  Check for repetition not needed:  She runs quite fast and rapidly.

10.  Check for correct usage:  Looking forward for what may soon be.

Round Robin Activity:  Pass this around to each person in your group.  Each person corrects one sentence and passes it on to the next person.  You can help one another, but each person does her/his own writing.

 In the summer people they sometimes need lots of ice.

Lately it was been too difficult for us two to connect.

 She’s here because now needs the form.

 YouTube is interested. 

 They did it theirselves.

 They got married quick and quiet.

 Ask him where was he then.

 He hates our nagging and to ask him where he’s been.

 She runs quite fast and rapidly.

 I’m looking forward for what may soon be.

