December 18, 2009

 Dear Students,

As I told you earlier, you can get your final grades and comments by e-mailing me, and I’ve already gotten one set of postcards in the mail.


But I thought you might be interested to know a couple of things about the Departmental Finals.


First of all, we teachers read 517 essays from ESL 150.   Fewer than half got a passing grade.  Sometimes the essays were judged as “off-topic” because the teachers didn’t think the students were really following the instructions to describe the difficulties and advantages of making friends with people outside your own culture.  Other times the essays got a failing score because the language skills were considered too weak; it was clear to those scoring that the student needed to learn to use verb forms, word forms, and other aspects of English better.  There were cases in which students scored high on the departmental grammar test, but didn’t show grammar skills in writing.   That probably means that the students understand grammar but still need to work on using actively what they know passively.  Keep working on this—one-to-one with your teacher or a tutor if necessary—and you’ll get it! 

But some of you did a very good job both following the instructions and showing really good English language skills.  Congratulations.

As for the departmental reading, as I understand it, there’s no particular score students have to have to get an A or a B or a C.  ESL 150 students are compared to other ESL 150 taking the test the same semester, and the best scores get an A.  The ones with scores like the majority of other students get a C.  ESL 150 students with the weakest skills among ESL 150 students get a non-passing grade.    Several of you got an A in reading or in grammar and a few of you got an A in both.  

Again, if you’d like individual feed-back, you can send me an e-mail


Happy holidays,


Tina Martin

