In Memoriam . . .

Chancellor Louis Batmale

Dr. Louis Batmale, one of the early Chancellors of City College (1970

to 1977), passed away September 29, 2009, in San Francisco, at the age of 97.

A funeral mass was held on Saturday, October 3, at St. Brendan Church in San

Francisco.

Chancellor Don Griffin said on Friday, “I have known Dr. Batmale since the

earliest days of my career at City College. I have always admired and respected

Dr. Batmale for his devotion to the College and its students as well as his unfailing

personal integrity. Dr. Batmale was truly one of the great architects of this College

and was instrumental in developing this institution into the outstanding pillar of

higher education it is today.”

According to the late Austin White’s history of the college, Dr. Batmale was

one who strongly advocated that City College develop satellite campuses and a

broad comprehensive program for the public at a time when the issue was hotly

contested among its policy makers. He served as an instructor, counselor, Dean of

Boys, administrator, President of the College, and finally as first Chancellor of the

District during his long and productive tenure.

A telling symbol of the esteem in which he was held by his colleagues was the

naming of a new academic classroom and office building on Cloud Circle in 1979 as

Batmale Hall.

According to the San Francisco Chronicle, Dr. Batmale was born of French

immigrant parents in 1912 and attended Washington Grammar School. Francisco Jr.

High, Lowell H.S, and USF. He received his doctorate from UC Berkeley. He loved

basketball, and was voted a member of the USF Hall of Fame. He began his career

in education as a local high school teacher. After he served as a Lt. in the US Navy,

he returned to education and a 37-year career at CCSF.

The family has requested that donations in his memory be made to The

Foundation of City College, Science Hall 193, 50 Phelan Avenue, San Francisco
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Dr. Louis Batmale June 17,1912 - Sept 29, 2009 Lou passed away peacefully in San Francisco. Born of French immigrants, Alexis and Marie Batmale. Preceded in death by his loving wife of 53 years Annette Batmale (Farrell ). Lou attended Washington Grammar School. Francisco Jr. High, Lowell H.S, U.S.F. and received his doctorate from U.C. Berkeley. On the playgrounds of North Beach he found his love for basketball, which culminated with the 1934 U.S.F. basketball team "Brain Trust", only later voted a member to the U.S.F. Hall of Fame. Professionally he worked as WCAC, Pac-10 and NCAA regional basketball official. Education was Dr. Batmale's profession. He began his career at St. Ignatius and Commerce High Schools. He interrupted his career to serve as Lt. in the US Navy. After serving his country, he started an illustrious career that spanned 37 years as counselor, dean of boys, president of City College of San Francisco, later appointed the First Chancellor of the San Francisco Community College District. As a symbol of his dedication to the educational system and City College, Batmale Hall was dedicated in 1979 on the Phelan campus. He will be sorely missed by his immediate family, Wayne Batmale, (Terry), Barbara CanciIla, (Bill), Susan Erber (Tom), Paul Batmale, (Nancy), Jacqueline Batres, (Tony), 14 grandchildren and 33 great-grandchildren, whose birthdays he never forgot. He is predeceased in death by his siblings, Peter and George Batmale, Nannette Morato, and his cousin Alexis "Nick" Batmale. His versatility and dedication go beyond his educational commitments with such public services as serving on the Ford Foundation, Hanna Boys Center, the Salvation Army, and Little Sisters of the Poor. He was a trustee and Alumnus of the year for University of San Francisco. He was also a member of the Presidio Golf Club for 45 years. Internment is private. Memorial Mass, Sat. Oct. 3rd at 10am at St. Brendan's Rockaway and Laguna Honda in S.F. In lieu of flowers donations can be sent to The Foundation of City College, 50 Phelan, SF 94112 or University of San Francisco, 2130 Fulton, SF 

