Concession Clauses  Tina Martin, ESL 150
Concession clauses concede or admit something.  They are used to show that something is true BUT something else, maybe something unexpected, is also true.  ESL textbooks often show them this way:


    It was raining, but we decided to go on a long walk.

Although it was raining, we decided to go on a long walk.


Concession clauses can also be used very effectively in your essay writing.  You show the reader that you understand more than one point of view.  For example, let’s say you want to convince the reader not to consume bottled water, but you know the reader does consume it.  You can say something like this:

It’s true that bottled water is very popular and seems convenient and healthy.  But it causes huge problems to the environment and is less convenient and healthy than it seems.

Another way to say this is with a concession clause:

Although bottled water is very popular and seems convenient and healthy, it causes huge problems to the environment and is less convenient and healthy than it seems.  

That shows that you understand the popularity and convenience of bottled water, but your main point is that it’s harmful to the environment.

The main point is NOT in the concession clause.  We should not end an essay with a concession clause.
Although and even though are used in concession clauses.  In spite of the fact that and Despite the fact that can be used in place of although or even though.  Even is NOT the correct word for a concession clause.
Correct the following sentences:

1.  Even bottled water is very popular, it’s devastating to the environment.

2.  Although bottled water is very popular, but it’s deadly.
3.  Despite bottled water is much more expensive than tap water and not better, people continue to buy it.

