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Correction Collection for ESL 150 003 is the sheet students use for keeping track of and analyzing mistakes made in recent tests and assignments. Such a tool helps the students understand what they need to focus more on, and pay even more attention in class.

Here is the way it works. Every time Ms. Martin sees a mistake she marks it with a special symbol to let us know it should be fixed in our Correction Collection under the right number/name. For example ww stands for “wrong word”, wo means “word order”, vf tells us “verb form”, which makes it easy to understand what kind of mistake has been made. Then we transfer all our mistakes into our Correction Collection. In order for the teacher to understand where the mistake came from, we always date it and name it. We write the incorrect version first, then cross it out and write the proper spelling/punctuation. Every month Ms. Martin collects our Correction Collections to review them and write comments and recommendations.

Mistakes transferred to my Correction Collection:

1. vt (verb tense) – 2 mistakes

2. ww (wrong word) – 4 mistakes

3. wf (word form) – 3 mistakes

4. ^ (missing word) – 5 mistakes

5. art (article) – 1 mistake

6. P (punctuation) – 1 mistake

7. sp (spelling) – 1 mistake

I was pleased to see that I made no mistakes in ss (sentence structure), which tells me that my grammar has gotten much better. I did make two vt (verb tense) errors though, but I learned the correct tense on the same day. My most common mistakes were ww (wrong word) and ^ (missing word), so it definitely tells me that I should pay more attention to the words I use in phrases. There was only one mistake on articles (art) – that’s a good sign (as we all know, that’s the most common mistake among non-native speakers.)

I think the Correction Collection is a useful tool, not very time consuming, fun, and clear for the students. I can’t wait to turn it in tomorrow, and get a feedback from the teacher.

