Guidelines for Extra Credit Reports

It’s wonderful if you do something beyond the classroom that really interests you.  You can write a report on it and get extra credit.  However, it’s important to remember that your grades are based on your English language skills, not on your activities.  For this reason, your report will be graded for English and content.  


Describe the event.  Imagine that you’re writing it for someone who doesn’t already know about it.  Explain what, who, where, when, how, why…


Explain why you were interested in attending or participating in the first place.


Explain how it affected you.


Students usually turn in an extra credit report because they hope for a good grade.  Therefore, if your grade is lower than a C, I will not record it.  If it’s a C instead of an A or a B, you may have a chance to re-write it and improve it.

From time to time, I may suggest an event or an article.  For example, here are a couple of interesting articles:

“Asylum seekers get go-ahead to sue U.S.” by Bob Egelko, from the San Francisco Chronicle, September 3, 2010

“Leaving water in desert isn’t litter, judges decide,” by Bob Egelko, from the San Francisco Chronicle, September 3, 2010


For extra credit, you could read one of these articles and explain what the title is referring to.  I’d like to have a brief summary and your reaction.
