Disclaimer:  Please understand that any similarity between particular students in our class and the students described here is purely coincidental.  These students are a composite of others.

How to Succeed in College
Students I’ll call Jan and Jane are dramatically different.  Jan is often absent, and when she comes to class, she often arrives late and unprepared.  She pays more attention to the clock than she does to the teacher.  She’s bored and lost and even though she plagiarizes regularly and copies her classmates’ homework, she is not succeeding academically.    Jane is just the opposite.  She never misses a class, always arrives on time, and does her homework with a lot of care—without plagiarizing or copying from another student.  She shows an interest in what’s going on in class and is an honors student.  What makes the difference between Jan’s failure and Jane’s success?  They’re the same age, and according to intelligence tests, they’re   both above average in intelligence.    They also have the same teachers.  But Jane does three things that Jan does not:  She comes to school on time every day, completes assignments carefully, and develops a real interest in what she is studying.
Coming to school on time every day, Jane keeps up with what’s going on in class.  She’s there not only physically but mentally and emotionally too.  Jane takes notes and asks questions when she doesn’t understand.  She participates actively in whole-class and in group discussions.  She notices that Jan often comes to class late.  She asks questions that have already been answered.  She pays attention only when the teacher is speaking directly to her.  The rest of the time she seems miles away.  
Jane always does her assignments with care.  She reads the lesson plan carefully and highlights things she wants to remember.  She knows that getting started is sometimes the hardest part of an assignment, so she gets started right away.  When she doesn’t understand an assignment, she asks the teacher in class, in her office, or through e-mail or she asks another student for clarification.  She also does extra credit assignments if the teacher suggests any.  This semester she went to the flea market her college had to raise money for classes, and she wrote a report about it.  She participated in a demonstration against budget cuts in education.  When her teacher gives her feedback on her reports and other written work, she pays close attention to the comments and correction symbols and the phrases the teacher helps her with, recording her errors and corrections and adding to her vocabulary charts.  She pays attention to the correct form so that she can get it right next time and makes a note of the phrase, idiom, or vocabulary word so she can use it correctly in the future.  She regularly reviews her work and keeps different assignments together so she can remember what feedback she’s already gotten from the teacher and use it when she does new assignments.    Meanwhile, Jan seems unsure just what the assignment is.  She hasn’t read her lesson plan.  She can’t find her papers—even binder paper to write on or a pencil and pen.
Of all the things that Jane does to succeed in school, perhaps the most important is that she becomes interested in what she’s studying.   She knows that she can’t always study what she’s already interested in, so she becomes interested in what she has to study.  At first it was just show.  She pretended to be interested just to be polite and make a good impression on her teachers.  But it worked like the acting technique, Stanislavski’s Method of Physical Actions.  When she started acting interested, she soon convinced herself that she was interested, and now instead of focusing only on her grades (or as Jan does, focusing on all her problems), she really wants to learn more.  She becomes genuinely interested in what is going on in class, what she’s reading and writing about.  She enjoys discussing the topics that come up in class.
Now, the question is, can a student like Jan, who spends all her energy making excuses and blaming her family and her teachers for her failures, become a student like Jane?  I know that she can.  Jane can learn to use her energy in positive ways, to come to class on time every day, complete her assignments with care, and be truly interested because that’s what I did.  I’m Jane now, but I used to be Jan.  We are the same student—before and after.  I can tell you that it feels a lot better to be Jane.

Three Things that Successful Students Do to Achieve Their Goals


You may use a print/paper dictionary.  You may NOT use an electronic dictionary.


What are three things that successful students do to achieve their goals?  (In other words, what do they do that leads to their success?)  Write an essay in which you have a thesis statement giving three things successful students do.  Then write a paragraph for each thing (act/verb).  Illustrate with your own experience and those you’ve read about.  If you have time, write an introduction and a conclusion.


You may use this page for planning and/or  for a rough draft.  Write your final essay on lined binder paper.  Follow Manuscript Rules.

Essay Response Sheet

Three Things Successful Students Do to Achieve Success

Manuscript Rules

Your essay follows manuscript rules.






Yes
No

Introduction

Your intro has something to get our attention.




Yes
No

Your intro has something to help us understand the topic.



Yes
No

Your intro has a thesis stating three things (acts=verbs)
Successful students do (verb) to achieve success.




Yes
No

Body

Your essay has a separate paragraph for each thing (verb) 



Yes
No

successful students do to achieve success.

Your essay explains each thing (act/verb)





Yes
No

Your essay illustrates each thing (act/verb).





Yes
No

Conclusion

You restate the three things successful students do.




Yes
No

You say something that leaves a lasting impression.




Yes
No

English Language Skills

The essay shows English language skills appropriate to this level.


Yes
No


English sentence structure.


Vocabulary 


Verb tense


Verb form

Comments

