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I have attended the LAC Workshop and Computer Lab for 14 hours so far. There were 3 hours for Grammar, 7 hours for reading and 4 hours for LAC workshop. The workshop is useful for my writing even though it was a short class. 
          Writing a Summary, which was given by Wei Jane Hus at 1:10 pm on 2/10/09, was my first workshop. I learned that a summary is similar to a paraphrase except that a summary is shorter. Also, you need to include the main points in a summary. 
          The second workshop was Paragraph Basics, which was held at 10:10am on 2/20/09. The teacher was Curt Sanford. I was taught that an essay is a collection of paragraphs, which contains the main idea, support and a conclusion. For example, There are some reasons that people don’t have breakfast. This is the topic sentence, and then you have to give the reasons, which the people don’t eat breakfast, to support the topic sentence. The college cafeteria is the best place where you want to have cheap price food. This sentence is a conclusion sentence, which you already gave examples about the food price in college cafeteria, and you want to close the paragraph.  The third workshop was Thesis Statements, which was given by Wei Jane Hus at 1:10pm on 2/24/09. I learned that there are few points about the thesis statement, which are the controlling idea, expresses an opinion, attitude, or idea, which only one idea toward one topic. And it should not express a fact, such as Portland is a city in Oregon. For example, My fear of the dark. This is not a thesis statement because it is not a complete sentence. It should be written as My fear of the dark has made my life miserable. Another example is, There are many advantages and disadvantages to going to college. Since this sentence contains two points, it is not a thesis statement. We can write it as The advantages to going to college far outweigh the disadvantage. 
In my conclusion, workshop is the extras class for me, and I would have more opportunity to practice English. The more I attend the workshop, the more I get benefit for my English.

