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An Interesting ESL Workshop
Today is March 10, 2009. It is the first time for me to go to the LAC—The Learning Assistance Center which is a good place for ESL students to improve their English skills. I chose a workshop topic of “Sentence Pattern Basics”, which began at 12:10pm-1:00pm in this afternoon, and the teacher’s name is Jay Majico, who is a creative and active person. He taught us what is a collocation in a sentence? What are direct objects and indirect objects? And how to know a verb sometimes can be transitive or intransitive? 
 
Before that I don’t know what is meaning of collocation in English, he explains that collocation is a group of words in certain order in a sentence, just as word partners. For example: I like eat. Everyone knows that this is a wrong sentence, because it is incorrect word form. In addition, he said we can call that it is an incorrect collocation. It should be: I like to eat.

We always use direct objects and indirect objects in English sentences. Jay reminds us that the difference between them is a direct object following a transitive verb, and direct object can be a noun, a pronoun, noun phrase, noun clause, gerund, and infinitive; an indirect object is the person who receives the direct object from the subject, and it always comes between the verb and the direct object and tells to whom or for whom the action of the verb is done and who is receiving the direct object.

I paid more attention to the last section, many verbs can be either transitive or intransitive, depending on their content in the sentence. He used a verb “run” as an example: I run home. In the workshop, few people could say “run” as an intransitive verb in this simple sentence, because many people ignored the word “home” as adverb in this sentence. For another example: He helped his father run a shop in Shanghai. The word “run” is a transitive verb in this sentence. It is so useful to master some verbs can be either transitive or intransitive.

Consequently, I appreciated Mr. Majico teaching us many grammatical principles in English. It is significant that I can spend an hour to learn more knowledge of English in ESL Workshop.   
