





January 13, 2011
Dear Students,


Welcome to ESL 150!  I’m looking forward to getting to know you.


The first-day handouts give you necessary information about the course, but they don’t make very interesting reading, so I also want to introduce myself and give you the chance to introduce yourselves—in writing.  Your first assignment, besides buying your books, is to write a letter of introduction responding to my letter and telling me about your winter break, your family history, and your interests.


I just returned from a trip to Cambodia and Vietnam.  It was actually a three-unit course given by Chuong Chong, who teaches Asian American Studies at City College, and I enjoyed it a lot!  I went with my son and twelve other people ranging in age from sixteen to seventy-one.  Some of us began the year watching the sun rise over Angkor Wat, the largest religious structure in the world.  We really liked the people in Cambodia and Vietnam, and we are grateful that they’ve forgiven us for some things our country has done in the past.  We were also impressed by the beauty of the region.  I plan to make a collage, so I’ll show it to you in a couple of weeks.  I’m going to write a paper on Agent Orange, so I’ll show you that too.  How did you spend your winter break?


I like living in countries more than just passing through, so I taught in Tonga (in the South Pacific), Spain and Algeria before teaching at City College.  Just for fun, though, I made a list of the countries I’ve been to, and there were about twenty-six.  Can you guess which ones?  Until I was about twenty-two I’d never left the United States, so I felt very excited when I crossed the first border.  How old were you when you first left your country?  

My thirty-one-year-old son is my only child, and he lives in New York.  His father died about two years ago.  I now have someone I call my meque, mejor que un esposo, and he’s from Costa Rica.  We speak in Spanish most of the time because his English is better than my Spanish; I’m the one who needs the practice!  My father is no longer living, but I still feel his presence and influence.  I thought about him a lot when I was in Vietnam because he was so strongly opposed to the United States’ policy in Vietnam back in the 1960s.  My mother is now eighty-nine years old, and she’s wonderful but starting to have memory problems.  She was always outgoing, but now she stays home most of the time, so I go to see her every Friday after class, and my cooking is improving because I make lunch and dinner for her and her companion of 40 years.  I also have a brother who’s in a care facility in Oakland, a younger sister, who’s a counselor/therapist in the Bay Area, and an older sister, who lives in Chicago and helps her ex-husband, who’s a psychiatrist.


I love to read the newspapers, non-fiction and fiction.  Nowadays I listen to a lot of recording of books on my iPod.  I also like to write, take walks, and eat out.  What do you like to read?  Do you often read in English?  If so, what?  


A typical day in my life begins very early in the morning—often around 3:00 a.m.  I spend about two hours reading and drinking my breakfast (six cups of tea with hot milk and a glass of orange juice), and then every other day I go to the Y to exercise.   I usually get to campus around 7:30 a.m.  This semester I’ll be teaching from 8:04 to noon every  Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and then I’ll finish early on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  When I get home, after I have lunch, I respond to my e-mail and  begin my homework!  Most of my socializing is done on the weekends, when I get together with my meque and other friends.  I write to my son more often than he writes to me, but I think we have a very good relationship, and I try not to be a smothering mother.  In fact, he’s now visiting before going to New York City, and he wants to use the computer, so I’ll have to end this letter.  (Do you believe me?)







Sincerely,








Tina Martin 
