Dictionary Work with Budget Paraphrase

Use your dictionary to paraphrase this paragraph:

The main cause of the budget crisis is that tax revenues are way down after three decades of slashing taxes on corporations and rich individuals.  Instead taxes have been shifted to middle class, working class and low-income people.

A second major cause for the budget crisis is prison spending in California.

We currently pay $49,000 a year to keep a person in a cage, but less than a tenth of this--$4,600—to support a student at Cal State University.

A third cause is military spending.

According to veteran NY Times correspondent Chris Hedges, 47% of the federal budget since World War II has gone for war spending.

