“The Rope” and “Epilogue”
Comprehension and Inference
Sometimes something isn’t stated directly, but we (in this case, the readers) understand it.  That’s called inferring or making an inference.   The person who is stating it indirectly (for example, the author) is implying something.
Pages 240 through 264 

Paying attention to titles helps readers focus on what’s to come.  Why is this chapter called “The Rope”?  (Explain how the rope was used and why.)
We’ve seen the word epilogue after the excerpt of Mickey Mantle’s autobiography.  In Kindred, what is the focus of the epilogue?

Why in the previous chapter did Dana cut her wrists?  Why in this chapter does she go up to “re-open the tender new scar tissue”?
On page 243 Dana says, “Kevin, if you can’t even say it, how can you expect me to do it?”

We infer that the “it” means____________________________________.
Why was Dana called to the past again?

Where did she find Alice?

What did Alice think had happened to her children?  

Why did she think this?

What had really happened to them?

How does Joe find out about his mother?

What does Dana tell Rufus to do to “made amends”?  (She says “That’s the least you can do.”)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

According to the dreams or nightmares Rufus tells Dana about, his great fear is of her 

____________him.  (that she will________him)
What does she infer from these dreams and, generally, from the way that Rufus is talking to her now?  (“You’re so much like {Alice}, I can hardly stand it.”)
What do you understand or infer when Rufus says, “{Alice} had stopped hating me.  I wonder how long it will take you.”

What can we infer from Dana’s statement “…I was going to the attic to reopen the tender new scar tissue at my wrists”?

Why does Dana stab Rufus?  (There may be more than one reason.)

Who finds out what she has done?

What’s his reaction?

What happens to Dana’s left arm?

In the epilogue, where do Dana and Kevin go?  Why?

What do we learn from the Epilogue about what happened on the Weylin plantation after Dana returned to 1976?

In Kindred Dana implies something about the names Alice has given her children.  What can we infer from what she says on page 234?

Who are these people?  

Sojourner Truth

J.D.B. De Bois
Frederick Douglass

Harriet Ross Tubman

Nat Turner

Denmark Vesey

Bonus question:  Have you looked up the name Hagar?  If so, what did you learn?

